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Giving with ‘A Precious Live Your Best Life------Touch’-----------------------------

L-R: Verrita Walters, CASA; Teresa Evans, Friendship M.B.C.; Tammy
Moore, Owner; Nikki Miller, Amsouth Bank; Esi Mathis, Pastor of
Harvest Time Intnl. Church
photo by B.L. Photo

by Trade Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG As the warm water poured
over Diamond’s head, she
closed her eyes, kicked up
her heels and let out a
soothing sigh of relief.
"This is something I

haven’t been able to do in a
long time,” said Diamond,

who was one of five for
merly battered women who
were treated to a "Day of
Pampering” at the Precious
Touch Hair Salon in St.
Petersburg.
Tammy Moore - the
owner of the salon - came
up with the idea of creating
a daylong event catering to
the needs of domestic vio-

lence victims after partici
pating in a similar event in
Tampa. She approached
Verrita Walters and the rest
is history.
"I was thrilled to be a
part of this event,” said
Walters, an adult advocate
at Community Action
Stops Abuse‘’(CASA), a
domestic violence center in

St. Petersburg. "I felt it was
something that would real
ly benefit our women.”
Walters was right.
Sounds of gospel music
filled the air, as beauticians
literally waited on the
women’s hands and feet.
"A lot of women out
there are being battered,”
said Pamela Jones, a prep
girl at the salon. "We want
ed them to know that there
are people out here that
cares about them.”
The day consisted of
massages, facials, and
shampoo and styles grooming procedures that
normally cost salon patrons
between $30 and $50.
"It’s nice of them to
take time out of their day to
do this when they could be
making money,” said Mary
Jane, a CASA participant
whose full name is not
being used to protect her
identity.
That’s true, Moore
said, but her reason for
organizing the affair means
more than money. She
explained her sister - who
passed-away last year - was

Salon
continued on pg. 5

State to Investigate
Finances at Florida
A&M University——

FAMU President
Fred Gainous

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) _ The board that over
sees the state's higher edu
cation will investigate the
finances of Florida A&M
University, where the
school's books are off by
$1.8 million.

The finances of the his
torically black university
had drawn the state's atten
tion before the Board of
Governors decided to
investigate: Earlier this
month, Florida Chief
Financial Officer Tom
Gallahager cut off pay to
the school's president and
18 top administrators until
they turned over crucial
financial records that were
six weeks late. The pay was
reinstated after the paper
work was received Nov. 18.
The school has been
troubled by a series of
financial problems, includ
ing late financial aid pay
ments to students, ques
tionable spending by a for
mer
employee,
theft
charges against two other

employees and sloppy
business practices that
might have cost hundreds
of thousands of dollars, the
St.
Petersburg
Times
reported.
"All of this has been a
tremendous blow to the
university,"
said
Jim
Corbin, chairman of the
school's board of trustees.
"I don't think there's any
excuse for it. We ought to
be able to handle it like
every other school."
The state is also audit
ing Florida A&M, where
about 13,000 students
attend the nation's largest
single-campus historically
black institution.
President
Fred
Gainous, who took over
last year, ordered a review

of the budgets after discov
ering the accounting prob
lems.
The review found that
the construction budget
was off by more than $3
million, the school didn't
bill the federal government
for $3 million spent from a
grant program and about
$1.5 million in surplus
funds from last year had to
be used to pay contractors
who had never been paid.
Earlier this year, two
former employees were
charged with stealing
diverting
more
than
$21,000 from a dozen
financial aid checks to
themselves.
The school also failed

L-R: Tiwana Robinson, Cheryl Bradbury,
Melernea Mosely, Angel Span

Jimmy Davis, Pinellas
Marine Institute
Director
photos by Rassi

by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG A group of 34 at-risk
teenage girls recently
attended a day-long semi
nar designed to teach them
etiquette and other skills to

help them live their best
life.
The day began with
pampering.
Volunteers
greeted the girls and direct
ed them to a tile bathroom
in the Enoch Davis Center.
As they entered, Mary Kay
representatives rubbed a
walnut shell-based cream
into their hands and the
comers of the girl's mouths
curled upward. Next came
hand cleanser and moistur
izer accompanied by gig
gles from the girls.
A party atmosphere
awaited the 'girls in a bal
loon festooned room where
they breakfasted on juice,
fruit, muffins and bagels.
However, the messages

Prison Term Over,
Minister Who
Took $4 Million
Quickly Returns
to the Pulpit---------

for the day had serious
intent. All of the girls were
adjudicated through the
juvenile justice system and
are participants in day pro
grams as an alternative to
prison. Jimmy Davis, the
Program Manager for
Pinellas Marine Institute
said participants also came
from New Port Marine
Institute, Tampa Marine
Institute, Gulfcoast Marine
Institute,
Southwest
Florida Marine Institute,
and Boley Centers, where
the girls attend classes.
Day programs are
cheaper than either resi

dential programs or prison.
Plus this program has a
high success rate with only

22 percent recidivism com
pared to 55 percent aver
age. However, every year
the program fights for its
life in the legislature
because the state cuts more
from prevention and puts it
into prisons. There is
money. It has to be allocat
ed, Davis said. This semi
nar resulted after the girls
asked him for something
for them because the boys
had basketball, soccer and
fishing tournaments.
The idea behind the
seminar titled, "Live Your
Best Life," was to help
these girls make better
choices in their lives. It was
organized and hosted by a
group of women inspired
by Oprah Winfrey's recent
visit to Tampa Bay. The
women formed a group
called
Optimizing
Prosperity Among the
Lives of Sisters (OPALS).
By sisters they mean all
girls and women said event
planner Tiwana Robinson.
Robinson and fellow
OPALS Cheryl Bradbury,
Melernea Mosely and
Angel Span also used
space in the James Weldon
Johnson Library for the
event.
State Rep.
Leslie

Life
continued on pg. 4

Man Dies While in
Cincinnati Police
Custody-———-—

Nathaniel Jones

CINCINNATI (AP)-A
41-year-old man who
struggled with police offi
cers in a restaurant parking
lot died shortly after they
used chemical spray and
nightsticks to subdue him
Sunday morning, police
officials said.
The officers, who
repeatedly used nightsticks
on Nathaniel Jones, prop
erly used force in trying to

FAMU

control him, police Lt. Col.
Richard Janke said. Jones
died
at
University
HospitalTwo officers respond
ing to a call of a man acting
strange got into a struggle
with Jones after he took a
swing at one of them,
police said. It took six offi
cers to get the 400-pound
man to the ground and
handcuffed, officials said.
After he had been
restrained, officers realized
something was wrong and
called firefighters for help,
Lt. Kurt Byrd said.
The two officers who
first responded received
cuts and scrapes.

Police
continued on pg. 15

continued on pg. 9
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Rev. Henry J. Lyons
LAKELAND (AP) - The scheme fell apart after
The Rev. Henry J. Lyons Lyons' wife set a fire at a
walked out of prison home he had secretly
Sunday morning and head bought with his mistress.
'SI have suffered God's
ed directly back to the pul
pit, telling worshippers he rod of correction," Lyons,
had erred but that time 61, told the crowd
behind bars helped renew crammed into First Baptist
Institutional Church. "I
his faith.
Lyons served nearly stand here today to tell you
five years on grand theft I truly, truly, repented of
and racketeering charges my sins."
During the service,
for using his former role as
president of the National about two dozen ministers
Baptist Convention to steal gathered around Lyons for
millions of dollars to Pulpit
finance his lavish lifestyle. continued on pg. 9
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Life at The Bottom
Created by Those on
Top--------------------- --------bv Darrvn "Dutch" Martin
A New Visions Commen
tary
Ever wonder why the
poor are poor?
Many believe there's a
conspiracy to keep blacks
in the underclass. And
there may actually be
something to it. The identi
ty of those who are behind
it and their justification,
however, might surprise
you.
Dr. Theodore Dal
rymple examines the Bri
tish underclass in his book
Life at the Bottom: The
Worldview the Makes the
Underclass. From his years
as a psychiatrist treating
the poor in a slum hospital
and a prison, he describes
the world of underclass
existence as one wracked
with crime, senseless vio

lence, drug abuse, poverty,
illegitimacy, nihilism and a
total - and sometimes scary
- refusal to accept even a
shred of responsibility.
In a blisteringly candid
collection of essays, Dal
rymple observes the deca
dence and debauchery of
the British underclass with
eyes wide open. It leaves
the reader both shaken and
stirred. His observations, in
my opinion, mirrors our
own comunities and poses
important questions for us
here in America.
Something that struck
me in Dalrymple's research
is a description of why men
who physically abuse livein girlfriends or commonlaw wives attempt suicide.
He cites three reasons:
• So the abused will
call an ambulance rather

“B

A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson

In pursuit of the Amer
ican dream, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper was
founded over 37 years ago
with a desire to reach the
African-American com
munity, covering news rele
vant to that sector. In 1967,
Mr. Cleveland Johnson
took on the role of The
Challenger’s
Publisher,
working to make his dream
a reality - and he did it.
Maintaining
that
"Dreams Do Come True,"
Mr. Johnson recognized a
void, knowing the necessity
for a new direction. Short
on cash but long on deter
mination and hard work,
the foundation was laid for
one of the most successful

Se As Well As Buy, Ei
black enterprises in the
Tampa Bay area. Mr.
Johnson’s motto was,
"Black people must sell as
well as buy, else remain a
beggar race."
"Be in control of your
own destiny"—that was
Mr. Johnson’s philosophy.
In order to reach that level
of freedom, Mr. Johnson
stressed that one must sell,
and even more importantly,
sell what belongs to them,
in order to be successful,
"or else become a beggar
race."
Anything
less
seemed to only serve an
endless cycle of subjuga
tion, not only financially,
but emotionally as well. In
order for our community to

L "T ■ ■ I* f

ebrate the power of a hard
working
people.
For
"Cleve," as he was known,
The Challenger became a
symbol of triumph in the
face of adversity.
The Weekly Challenger
has survived the good and
bad, starting from the bot
tom, reaching the top.
Based in the tradition of a
strong philosophy, Mr.
Johnson’s dream has been
preserved, and now serves
as an example of what can
be accomplished by reach
ing for that goal of free
dom. "There is a reason to
read The Weekly Chal
lenger. "

prevail, black-owned busi
nesses are the key.
Economic freedom can
be realized, as it was in the
past, as it has grown to be
witnessed now. At the
height of the Civil Rights
Era, blacks owned and
operated businesses such as
restaurants,
hospitals,
schools, trade services,
markets, and more. That
surge has continued as we
cross over into a new era,
although there is more to be
done.
The National Urban
League has reported that
during the 90s, "AfricanAmerican buying power
increased almost 73 per
cent." In a 1997 U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau report, statistics
showed that blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
goods such as food, cloth
ing, utilities and ap
pliances. A study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the black fam
ily earning $30,000 a year
spends as much as a white
family earning $50,000.
With so much spending
power, our community
must capitalize. Economic
freedom must be achieved.
The Challenger has
emerged from that dream,
emerging in the AfricanAmerican community as
the preferred provider for

advertising among various
interest groups. With a cir
culation base of about
25,000 around the Bay
Area and Central Florida, it
has become one of the
fastest growing weekly
tabloids in the southeast
region. Loyal employees,
dedication, and devotion to
maintaining high standards
of excellence in journalism
are forces that keep us in
touch with our community.
The Cleveland Johnson
vision is one that still lives
on. His goal: to impact the
lives of those throughout
the African-American com
munity in a positive way; to
dispel the disparaging
images unfairly cast, to cel-

responded "yes."
It's an unavoidable law
of the universe that sex is
not love. An American
child bom of loveless sex is
legally entitled to a support
check, but no court can
make a reluctant father love
or even remotely care for
that child. The loss of a real
dad is huge. I know.
My father died at age
42 when I was only 13. At
his funeral, well-meaning
people told me I'd get over
my grief. They were
wrong. I miss him just as
bitterly now as I did then.
He wasn't rich, powerful or
famous, but he was the kind
of man you don't forget.
Cleveland Lindsay gave me
an appreciation for litera
ture when I was very
young. His sense of humor
and love of history, art,

music and animals are still
with me.
Probably without even
thinking about it, he
formed my first ideas of
what a man was supposed
to be: smart, funny and
kind. Unlike many fathers
at the time, he deliberately
made himself known to
both my teachers and
friends. Both groups under
stood I had two strongminded parents at home
who were passionately
concerned and who weren't
going to take any foolish
ness.
A child needs that.
Vicious and degrading
images of black women along with the constant
praise of street thugs and
pimps - are mainstays in
rap, movies and, truthfully,
the whole Hip Hop culture.

Without a responsible who faithfully pay child
father figure to counteract support knowing full well
this filth, it's easy for a that most of the money
child to absorb twisted goes to their ex-wives' hair,
nails and social lives. I also
ideas.
We usually don't say know countless black men
enough positive things who light up and can't sup
about black fathers. I want press a smile when asked
to say thank you to all the about their children and
black fathers who take their who have lost everything
roles seriously. This is for fighting for the legal right
the men who never fail to to see them. And then there
attend their child's sporting are those doing the best
events, whether they have they can raising children
talent or not. It's for those from their spouses' previ
who lay down the law with ous relationships.
Society gives the com
their daughter's boyfriend
on the first date. And it's for mitted black father little at
all the young fathers who tention and less credit, but
aren't ashamed to hug and all these men are heroes.
Kimberley Jane Wilson is
kiss their kids in public.
a member of the National Ad
I've met black men visory Council of the Africanwho work two, and even American leadership network
three, jobs to support their Project 21 and a freelance
writer in Northern Virginia.
families without complaint
Comments may be sent to Proor boasting. I've met men ject21 @ nationalcenter.org.

Thanks Dad —
by Kimberley Jane Wilson
A New Visions Commen
tary
I noticed him first. We
were on our way to church
when a boy of two, maybe
three, appeared in front of
us. Before I could wonder
about his mother, he saw
my husband. With a shriek
of "Da!," he ran up and
clung to his legs.
While my husband
tried to peel the child off, I
looked for the mother. She
showed up a few seconds
later. She apologized, and
told us the last time her son
- now wailing - had seen
his father he'd been wear
ing a blue suit like my hus
band's.
This might have been
funny, but the cries of the
child, the unhappy look on
the mother's very young

face and her shabby clothes
eclipsed any humor. As she
disappeared around the
comer, we wondered how
long the child's father had
been out of their lives.
Out of wedlock births
in the black community
have soared to over 70 per
cent. More than at any
other time since Emanci
pation, black children are
living in homes without a
father present. Black men
are accused of being the
sole cause of this situation,
but I think that's unfair. A
new report, "Charting
Parenthood: A Statistical
Portrait of Fathers and
Mothers in America," from
the non-partisan Child
Trends notes that 64 per
cent of the black women
who were asked if one par
ent was as good as two

The Gantt Report
And, the way you are
going, you don't have much
of a future.
What ever our children
want to be, they should be
something for the people.
They should learn to love
each other and care about
each other. Black youth
need to support each other
and defend each other.
African-American
youth need direction. If you
can't get it from mama and
daddy, holler at me!

by Lucius Gantt
It's all right to "Get
Low" with Lil John and
The Eastside Boys but you
also need to Rise Up and
continue the black struggle
for equal rights and justice!
If you have a son or
daughter or a grandchild
and they are older than
twelve-years-old
and
younger than forty, this col
umn is for them.
The disrespect, apathy
and irresponsibility demon
strated by many of our
African-American youth
makes me sick!
But I don't blame the
children. I blame the par-

ents! Why? I blame parents
because we haven't told our
children how important it is
to resist, how important it
is to fight and how impor
tant it is to win. Our chil
dren don't know the mean
ing or the value of freedom.
They think success is spin
ning rims or over-priced
jewelry.
If you don't have equal
rights and justice, you don't
have anything! If you don't
have equal rights and jus
tice you will never have
Peace in America or in the
world.
Instead of pushing our
children to go forward, we

have allowed them to go
backwards.
They would rather be
high than free. They would
rather be sharp than be
knowledgeable.
They
would rather be a daddy
than a father. They would
rather be a street woman
than a housewife.
Our young people don't
even know that all of the
struggles around the world
are being fought by young
people. The Russian Revo
lution had young people
involved and fighting. The
French Revolution had
young people. The Cuban
Revolution had young peo-

pie and the American
Revolution had just as
many young people fight
ing as any other revolution.
Who do you think is
fighting in Iraq? Who is in
Afghanistan and other parts
of the world? Who is fight
ing in Africa? You guessed
it, children, teenagers and
college aged kids!
The Civil Rights strug
gles of the past were waged
in large part by young peo
ple and so should the strug
gles of today.
Young people sat in,
young people marched,
young people boycotted
and young people were

beaten and killed. Malcolm
X wasn't old. Martin Luther
King Junior was only 35
when he was assassinated.
Angela Davis was not old,
nor were Rap Brown, Huey
Newton, Fred Hampton,
Andrew Young, George
Jackson and others.
Young people had a
great impact on the end of
apartheid in South Africa.
Young people are even
involved in the American
Indian Movement.
Our young people need
to wise up and stand up!
You don't have any power.
You don't have any control.
You don't have much land.

than the police.
• It's emotional black
mail that warns her he
might kill himself if she
leaves.
• By making them
selves a victim of their own
abusive behavior and in
need of treatment they can
dodge responsibility.
It doesn't help that bat
tered women, in most
cases, don't leave abusive
men and forgive and forget
after the man sheds a few
tears and "promises" to
never do it again.
Again, who is to
blame? Dalrymple says
England's liberal intel-ligentsia compounds the
underclass way of life by
supporting it. He notes:
"The intellectual's stru-ggle
to deny the obvious is
never more desperate than

when reality is unpleasant
and at variance with his
preconceptions and when
full acknowledgement of it
would undermine the foun
dations of his intellectual
worldview."
Why do the liberal elit
ists turn a blind eye to the
pathology of the under
class? Dalrymple suggests
a few reasons:
• Outright denial ("It's
not so much that crime is
increasing as people's will
ingness or ability to report
it.")
• Overly broad histori
cal comparisons ("Violence
and vulgarity have always
been a part of modem
British life.")
• Admission of the
obvious, but denial of its
moral significance ("Vul
garity is liberty from un

healthy and psychological
ly deforming inhibition...
[and] those who oppose it
are elitist killjoys.")
These liberals are also
quick to blame the "elitist,
bourgeois, upper-class Bri
tish establishment" for the
underclass, not the sociopathic behaviors that creat
ed them. These "learned
people" instead celebrate
the self-destruction as a
rebellious self-expressive
ness against "uppity"
British high society.
Here in America, the
liberal Great Society pro
grams created by the
Johnson White House re
ward the destruction of the
family and essentially ad
dict the poor to welfare like
it was crack cocaine. When
reformers suggest that
able-bodied, unemployed

public housing residents
should perform community
service in exchange for
their housing, it's the liber
al elites who join the cho
rus comparing this simple
and logical measure to
slavery. Rather than pro
moting behavior encourag
ing productivity and civili
ty, the elites seem willing
to perpetuate the problem.
Whether it's England
or here in America, it's a
prime example of what I
call liberal-elitist guilt.
Left-leaning intellectuals
who don't want to appear
racist or close-minded view
behavior that they would
condemn in their own fam
ilies as "understandable"
when exhibited by minori
ties, immi-grants or poor
whites. Excusing such be
havior makes them believe

they are showing solidarity Advisory Council of the
with the disadvantaged, African-American leadership
placating their own sense network Project 21. Com
ments many be sent to Proof moral superiority.
je'ct21 @nationalcenter.org.
The assumption of per
sonal responsibility for
one's actions and choices
never seems to enter into
he
the equation.
Commenting on the
eekly
usefulness of Dalrymple's
hallenger
book, Stanford University's
Thomas Sowell says: "The
welcomes
fact that the setting is a
YOUR
white underclass communi
etters to
ty in Britain may enable
some people to see and
the ditor
acknowledge a pattern of
as
ell As
self-destruction that they
may be reluctant to ack
our
nowledge in America, for
Articles of
fear of being considered
racist."
Community
I couldn't agree more.

Contact Lucius Gantt at
lbgantt@aol.com. His book,
"I Talked About the Beast," is
now available at bookstores
nationwide.
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Darryn "Dutch" Martin
is a member of the National
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA NEWS
lnvestigaTors: Pilot Error
Caused 21-Year-Old's Crash
in Manatee------------------------------------PALMETTO (AP)-A
pilot who died in a pro
peller plane that crashed
after carrying a banner
memorializing a teen over
a high school graduation
ceremony did not maintain
enough airspeed, federal
investigators said.
Brian Joseph Mason,
21, had just dropped off
the banner on June 6,
2002, when his Cessna 172
crashed into a field in
northern Manatee County,

just south of the Hills
borough County line.
Mason, who moved
from Burnsville, Minn., to
St. Petersburg to work for
Florida Aerial Advertising
was the only person on the
plane.
The National Trans
portation Safety Board
probable-cause report did
not say how fast the plane
was traveling when it
crashed. But no evidence
of engine failure was

found, said Phil Powell, an
air safety investigator with
the NTSB's Atlanta office.
Mason's
employer
William F. Bruckner Jr.,
had suggested that an
ultralight aircraft had inter
fered with the plane. But
investigators looking into
Bruckner's theory found
no radar data showing
other aircraft in the area,
Powell said.

Director of Communications
AppoinTed for Sarasota
County------- ---------- --------------------------Sarasota County Ad
ministrator James Ley an
nounces Larry Allen has
joined the county as Di
rector of Communications.
Allen is responsible for
external and internal com
munications, public rela
tions and outreach, as well
as communications initia
tives for the Board of
County Commissioners.
"Mr. Allen’s extensive
experience with communications and public rela
tions will be a strong addi
tion to Sarasota County’s
public awareness efforts,"
Ley said. "The county

looks forward to the fresh
perspective and new ideas
he brings to issues that are
important in communica
tions with the citizens of
the county."
Allen has more than 30
years experience in public
relations, communications
and journalism. He is an
experienced communica
tions director with an ex
tensive background in
communications strategy
and planning, public infor
mation and educational
programs.
Before coming to Sar
asota County, he previous-

ly worked for the advertis
ing and public relations
firm of Baskervillel
SwirleslWard in Sarasota,
the News-Journal in Day
tona Beach, as communi
cations director for the
March of Dimes national
office, and in the Wash
ington and New York of
fices of a nationwide pub
lic relations agency. Allen
holds bachelor’s and mas
ter’s degrees in Journalism
from Indiana University
and Northwestern Uni
versity.

Please Support Our Paper
by Patronizing Our Advertisers

Three ArtisTs Chosen As
FinalisTs for NorTh SarasoTa
Library Public Art
Commission-----------------------------The North Sarasota
Public Library Project Jury
has selected three artists as
finalists for the public art
commission at the new
library under construction
at the intersection of New
town Boulevard and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Way
in the Newtown area of
Sarasota.
The commission will
be awarded under the 10year-old Sarasota County
Arts in Public Places
Program.
After reviewing slides
from 59 artists who re
sponded to the "Call to
Artists," the project jury on
Nov. 21 narrowed the field
to three finalists: Roberto
L. Delgado of Los Angeles;
Napoleon
Jones-Hen
derson of Roxbury, Mass.;
and Evelyn Rosenberg of
Albuquerque, N.M. The
"Call to Artists" flier an
nouncing the commission
was sent to about 2,500
artists and galleries from
across the nation, and also
appeared on the Web sites
of Sarasota County Gov
ernment and the Sarasota
County Arts Council.
All three artists have
numerous public art com
missions to their credit.
Delgado specializes in
mixed-media public art
design, fabrication and
installation, particularly
murals made of acrylic or

tile. He has a master’s
degree in fine arts from the
University of California at
Los Angeles (UCLA), and
has been awarded Fulbright
teaching and research fel
lowships.
Jones-Henderson often
uses enamel on copper to
create his artworks. He is
executive director of the
Research Institute of Afri
can and African Diaspora
Arts Inc. in Roxbury,
Mass., and an adjunct artist
critic and lecturer at the
Vermont College of Nor
wich University, Mont
pelier, Vt. He attended the
Sorbonne in Paris, and has
a bachelor of fine arts
degree from the Art In
stitute of Chicago.
Rosenberg developed
"detonography," a tech
nique to make metal sculp
tures using plastic explo
sives, according to her
resume. She has a master’s
degree in fine arts (print
making and painting) from
the University of New
Mexico, and has taught fine
arts at several colleges. She
also previously owned her
own printing studio.
The three finalists are
scheduled to make a site
visit to Sarasota on Jan. 16,
2004. After the site visit,
the finalists will be asked to
develop site-specific pro
posals for presentation to
the project jury, which is

composed of county staff, a
representative of the archi
tectural firm and volunteers
from the community.
The project jury is
looking for artwork pro
posals that incorporate a
surface wall treatment. The
site of the artwork will be a
34-foot-high tower, which
will be a focal point of the
new library. Designed as a
multicultural center for the
community, the 25,000square-foot library is ex
pected to be completed
next summer. The approxi
mately 5-acre library site is
on the northwest comer of
the intersection of New
town Boulevard and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Way, across from the New
town Estates Park and
Recreation Center.
The $53,250 commis
sion includes design, ar
tist’s expenses, materials,
construction, lighting and
installation of the artwork.
Under the Arts in Public
Places Program, one per
cent of eligible construc
tion funds (up to $300,000)
for government buildings is
set aside for the purchase
or commission of artwork.
This will be the sev-’
enth piece of artwork to be
purchased or commis
sioned for county buildings
under the program, which
is administered by the
Public Works Business

Community Update
Wins Crystal Award
SARASOTA - “The
Community
Update,”
Capital Improvement Pro
gram (CIP) publication of
Sarasota County Public
Works won third place in
the annual Crystal Awards
presented by the Florida
Government Communi
cators
Association
(FGCA).
The awards were pre
sented at FGCA’s annual
conference held Nov. 1214 at the Radisson Lido
Beach Resort and hosted
Center. For more information about the program, call

by Sarasota County. The
award category was for ex
ternal publications.
The Community Up
date is a quarterly publica
tion available in the two
County
Administration
Centers, at public meetings
and through the County
Commissioners. It covers
construction projects in
cluding utilities, roads and
sidewalks and buildings
such as the recently-reha
bilitated Venice Train De
pot
Public Works at (941)8610951.

We Welcome Your News
of Interest to the
Community, as Well As
Accompanying Pictures of
Timely Events

WASHINGTON D.C.

BUILDTHEDREAM.ORG

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Nutcracker in The
Park Performance
The 6th annual pro
duction of Nutcracker in
the Park will be on Satur
day, Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m.
and Sunday, Dec. 7 at 5:30
p.m. in North Straub Park.
Admission is free for blan
ket seating, and $5 for
grandstand seating. There
will be a designated lawn
chair area.The Ballet Soci
ety under the Artistic Di

rection of Sean Musselman
will produce this holiday
classic.
North Straub Park is
located at Beach Drive at
Fourth Avenue NE, St.
Petersburg
downtown
waterfront. Please contact
The Ballet Society at (727)
827-3828 for more infor
mation.

Fighting Medicare
and Medicaid Error
What can you do to
fight Medicare and Medi
caid error, , waste and
abuse? Plenty!
Treat your Medicare or
Medicaid number just like
a bank account number.
Always read and ask for a
copy of everything you
sign.
Get involved with the
Senior Medicare and Med
icaid Patrol Project. This
project is designed to
recruit and train senior vol
unteers who, in turn, edu
cate seniors and their com

munities about how to re
view their Medicare and
Medicaid accounts and re
port any suspected error,
waste or abuse.
Volunteer to make a
difference! Help make
Medicare and Medicaid
last a lifetime. In Hillsbor
ough, call (800) 336-2226
or (813) 740-3888; in Pas
co, (800) 861-8111; in Pi
nellas, (727) 217-8111;
and in Sarasota, (866) 5054888.
Presentations are now
available at no cost.

22ND Street Redevelopment Corporation, Inc.
A Florida Designated Main Street Community,
ANNUAL MAIN STREET MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2003
6:00 TO 7:00 PM
AT The Main Street Office
1027 22nd Street South, St PeterSburg, Florida 33712
Call Main Street office at (727) 322-8129
for additional information

"SPC is my corner
stone, my opportunity
for a future filled with
achievement.1’
Tommy Simpson, Jr.
AA graduate,

At St. Petersburg
College, we put
no limits on your
education options.
Neither should you.
Bacheior's degrees indude:
• Dental Hygiene
• Education
• Nursing
• Technology Management

SPC also offers:

• A transferabte Associate
in Arts degree
• Associate in Science degrees
• Certificates

Or through SPC's
University Partnership Center,
you can get a bachelor's or graduate
degree from one of 14 partner
coIIeges and universities.

Register now.
Classes start Jan. 12

Read The WeekLY Challenger
ON THE WORLD-WIDE WEB:
WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

Check all of your
options at
www.spcollege.edu
or call
(727) 341-4772.

Helping Those in Need
bv Trade Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Need help for the holi
days? If so, assistance is
just a phone call away.
There are a number of
agencies in Pinellas Coun
ty that provide services
ranging from free toys for
tots to a meal complete
with turkey and all the
trimmings. Most of them
require a prescreening
process and all of them are
free of charge. The dead
line on some of the events
are approaching, so resi
dents in need of help must
act quickly.
Listed below is a list of
agencies that are once
again spreading cheer this
holiday season:
Jewish Holiday Assis
tance
Gulf Coast Commun
ity Care, 1404 Icot Blvd.,
Clearwater,(727)5387150, Eligibility: Anyone
Christmas
On-Site
Meals;
The following agencies
provide meals on Christ
mas day. Call for specific
times.
Beacon House, 2151
Central Avenue, St. Peters
burg, (727) 823-5780
St. Vincent De Paul,
725 Arlington Avenue
North, St. Petersburg,
(727) 821-3446
The following agencies

will provide rheals on
Christmas Eve:
Salvation Army, 310 14th Avenue South, (727)
822-4954
People That Love, 817
Fifth Avenue North, St.
Petersburg
St. Petersburg City
Mission, Trinity Lutheran,
401 Fifth Street North, St.
Petersburg
Christmas Meals on
Wheels
Neighborly
Senior
Services, 13650 Stoneybrook Drive, Clearwater’
(727) 573-9444, ext. 219
Eligibility:
Current
clients receiving Meals on
Wheels services.
Christmas Baskets
St. Vincent De Paul,
(727) 825-0725. Deadline:
Dec. 10. Eligibility: Any
one in need of help. Call to
schedule a home visit
appointment.
We Help, 863 Third
Avenue North, (727) 823
3471
Deadline: Dec. 17
Eligibility: All fami
lies must go through an in
terview process. Please
call to schedule an ap
pointment.
Christmas Toys and
gifts:
Christmas Toy Shop,
1655 16th Street South, St.
Petersburg, (727) 8983962. Eligibility: Families
with children ages 0-12

and who are receiving
serves from DCF.
Toys for Tots, (727)
410-4696
Eligibility: Families
with children 0-17. Sign
up date begins December
20th.
People That Love, 817
Fifth Avenue North, (727)
525-4789
Eligibility: All chil
dren accompanied by a
parent or legal guardian
will receive a new or used
toy. Call for a specific dis
tribution date.
Salvation Army, 1400
Fourth Street South, (727)
822-4954
Eligibility: Families
receiving no assistance
from DCF. Must provide
verification of address.
Sign-up dates ends Dec. 11
St. Vincent De Paul,
Adopt-a-family,
(727)
825-0725
Eligibility: Low in
come families who want to
be adopted Must call to
schedule a home visit. Pro
vides gifts for parents and
children (0-17). Sign-up
deadline ends Dec. 15.
Day Star, Adopt-afamily, (727) 825-0442
Eligibility: Low in
come families who want to
be adopted. Call ASAP to
register. Provides gifts for
parents and children (0-17)
who are trying to make
ends meet.
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
SunTrust Bank Re-Opens
Lakewood Branch------------

RECOLLECTIONS

by Frances Pinckney

A Tribute to Teachers
I bought “teacher an
gel pins” for my grandson,
Dallan’s,
teachers
at
Yvonne Reed Christian
School: Mrs. Reed-Clay
ton, owner and kinder
garten teacher, Ms. Forte,
second grade teacher, and
Ms. “J,” (Johnson). They
have been kind, under
standing and patient in
working with Dallan’s par
ents and grandparents in
keeping him on task and
focused on the plan and
course of study at this
school.
We are keeping ADHD
(Attention Deficit Hyper
active Disorder) at bay not allowing it to become a
barrier to this very active,
high-energy boy’s learning
and maintaining good
grades. He makes the hon
or roll and is a good reader
and speller. Behavior is an
other matter, but behavior
modification is working
fairly well on all fronts.
Mark Twain said, “To
be good is noble, but to
teach others how to be
good is nobler...” I reckon
these teachers fit the bill of
nobility for teaching
“goodness” at Yvonne
Reed Christian School as a
priority. Add that to trying
to captivate and inform
young minds and maintain
an overall good learning
environment at school with
good coordination of par
ental supervision of home
work. These are dedicated
teachers like I had during
my early childhood educa
tion.
In my mind’s eye,
Edythe Gaines was the
consummate teacher. She
was my teacher in fifth
through eighth grade. I’d
planned to take her an an
gel pin on Thanksgiving,
but my plans to visit fami
ly in Tallahassee were can
celled. My sister, Paulette,
called me recently to tell
me that she’d seen Mrs.
Gaines at a neighborhood
association meeting after
all of these years! I
planned to interview her,
but instead, I shall pay trib
ute to her in fond remi
nisce.
Mrs. Gaines, with the
long curly hair and a smile
so wide that it made her
eyes squinch up, was both
tender and tough - a com
bination that she balanced
and never wavered. When
she came to our little coun
try school, actually the
Missionary Baptist Church
(our little school was de
stroyed by a hurricane a
few years before she
came), she just made her
self right at home at our
humble learning facility
including the outhouse.
Mrs. Gaines was not
just a city girl putting on
airs among country folks.
She was not a prima don
na. She rolled up her
sleeves and enlisted - ra
ther demanded - the help
of all the students to get

•wfw.,.

the building cleaned up,
yard and all. She made
sure that the pews were set
up orderly for church serv
ices on the first and third
Sunday.
She made a fire in the
old heater on cold frosty
mornings. We kept a good
supply of oak and pine
wood to keep the fire go
ing. She made a hot lunch
on a little oil stpve. We
loved the hot dogs and
beans and the oranges and
apples she bought for us.
I (think she was sur
prised - maybe shocked that so many of the stu
dents didn’t know their
birth dates, and some of
the parents weren’t much
help. There were some
who couldn’t read or write
and some that my mom
thought were simply too
trifling to teach their chil
dren their birthdates and,
“for God’s sake, record it
in the Bible.”
Well, Mama had to
help Mrs. Gaines out with
the birthdates of children
that she knew were bom in
the same year of her 12
children. I shall always
remember the birthdate of
one of my cousins who
shall remain nameless. He
was bom the same year
and month as I, but Mama
didn’t know the exact date,
so Mrs. Gaines made up a
date and gave him an hour
or two to learn it.
Evidently, that was not
enough time, because the
poor boy kept getting stuck
on the date of the month.
Tender teacher turned
tough - took out the ruler,
and after a few sharp
whacks with that little
straight strip of wood, he
learned his birthdate could talk it or sing it. To
this day when my siblings
or I happen to write a letter
on Sept. 22, we always in
dicate in parentheses that
it’s this cousin’s birthday.
Her curriculum includ
ed arithmetic, history, ge
ography, English literature,
world history and current
events. She taught grades
first through eight. I still
recite the multiplication
tables in sing-song fashion
as I did in the fifth grade.
The ruler was a deterrent
in missing one while recit
ing them to her.
I loved the poems we
had to learn, “The House
with Nobody in It,” by
Joyce Kilmer and “Ameri
ca for Me,” by Henry Van
Dyke. “...But, oh, to take
your hand my dear and
ramble for a day in the
friendly western woodland
where nature has her
way...”. Mrs- Gaines did
indeed take me by my
hand and guided me into a
wonderful world of learn
ing, cultivation of my mind
and added a little polish to
my “country self.”
I recall an incident in
which my best friend had
her first period. Her step-

and helped her to clean
herself up. The next day
she brought the items of
necessity, and I, who knew
something about it but too
young to have my period,
was impressed. She got
permission from the girl’s
parents to take her home a
couple of weekends, and
I’m sure that they had the
motherldaughter talk about
periods and pregnancies
that her mother wasn’t ca
pable of doing.
She took me to the
hairdresser for the first
time. I recall the beautician
being very talented but
very tactless. I had very
thick coarse hair. She took
one look at it and said,
“This hair hasn’t been
combed since Adam was in
Egypt.” Her exact words.
After she finished straight
ening it, she complimented
me on how black it was
and how well it held a curl.
Discipline was meas
ured out according to be
havior. I followed the rules
pretty much and did not
talk back. I don’t recall be
ing spanked or whacked
with the ruler. However,
she did make me stand on
one leg in the comer for
whispering to my girl
friend during class. Stand
ing on one leg is a yoga
pose for balance which I
do very well in my yoga
class for seniors.
“...So it is with teach
ings of youth, which make
impression on the mind
and heart that are to last
forever.” Mrs. Edythe
Gaines made indelible im
pressions on me with her
teaching. She inspired me
and prepared me to go on
to high school and hold my
own among those who’d
gotten an early start in a
more advanced curricu
lum.
I pay tribute to this
dedicated teacher. I laud
her, applaud her and ex
tend to her a heartfelt
“Thank You.”

(823-6092)
by Mabel Cooper

L-R: Linda Jordan, Jennie DeJesus, Debbie Finley, Corinne Brown,
Felicia Lewis and Amy Eldridge

ST. PETERSBURG Recently, SunTrust Bank’s
Lakewood office, located
at 4142 Sixth St. S., held
an open house. The event
served as a chance to see
the freshly remodeled
branch building, as well as
to introduce the new
branch manager, Corinne
Brown, and her staff mem
bers, to clients and the
community.
i
In attendance at the
open house were several
banking officers, includ
ing: City President Roy
Binger; Business Banker
Leigha Epler; Business
Banking
Relationship
Manager Rhonda Her
mann; Investment Rate
Specialist Dan Walsh, and
Mortgate Representative
Marjorie Burdine. State
Representative
Frank
Peterman Jr., of District 55
was also a participant.

Life
from front page
State Rep.
Leslie
Waters was one of many
successful women role
models for the day. She
gave the opening remarks
and provided the girls with
a list of goals. Waters told
the girls there are things
they need to achieve to
ensure open doors for their
future that allow them to
make choices in life.
"If you don't get your
high school or GED forget
it, you'll be flipping ham
burgers for the rest of your

L-R: Frank Peterman, State Rep. District 55,
Corrine Brown, Branch Manager, Lakewood
Office, and Roy Binger, City President SunTrust
Bank, Pinellas County
"It was a great event
we had the opportunity to
meet and greet many of
our customers,"
said
Brown. "With our slogan
of ‘We can help you,’ we
want our clients and

prospect clients to know
that we have been busy
getting things just right for
them. We are here to serve
and to meet all of their
financial needs,"
she
added.

life. Get an education get a
job, get involved, volunteer
and give back to the com
munity," Waters said.
Waters gave the girls a
take-home, open book test
on
government
with
instructions to mail it back
to her when they finish and
keep in touch.
The girls walked next
door to the library where
Mary Kay sales director
Renee Garcia and her asso
ciates, Doris Leonardo,
Heidi Clemens and Brandi
Williams had provided
makeup samples on pink

and white mirrored trays
for the girls. Garcia deliv
ered life lessons along with
etiquette lesson on hygiene
and manners amid games,
laughter and an informative
fashion show.
A tray of objects for
hygiene and makeup were
displayed for 30 seconds
and then girls had to write
down the objects with
prizes for those whose
memories were best. A
good memory is important
in life, but "not cheating on
a game is all about who
you are, it's integrity," said
Garcia.
Several girls served as
models for fashions that
Garcia had purchased on
sale at Target and were
examples of clothes that
could be worn to work or
on job interviews. Garcia
told the girls that people
make judgments based on
exterior appearance and
behaviour so they needed
to present a good image to
ensure better opportunities.
It's all about being comfort
able, which comes from
inside and starts with a
smile, Garcia said. "You
can pull anything off with a
smile."
Surveying the room of
girls with radiant smiles on
their faces Davis stated that
these girls simply had not
had enough role models in
life.
"But, if you look here
you’ve got a roomful of
role models, positive.
There is definitely a need
you can't look out here at
all these young ladies and
tell me they should be
behind bars. You can't tell
me that these girls need to
be behind bars," Davis
said. But with the looming
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Star 16
FEATURING
B.J.:

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way you like it.

MICHEALT:

THIS &
THAT

Old school and music to drive home by.

TONY CHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

For Advertising Call
Donza DrUMMOnd, Sales Mz^ager

727N21-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving Tamya Bay Since 1976

Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *
2060 -1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

ALOHA!!
Five well-known resi
dents of our town recently
returned via American Air
lines from a magnificent
seven-day stay at the
Embassy Vacation Resort
in Kauai, Hawaii.
The residents - Flossie
Boyd, Lewis and Dorothy
Bryant and Ralph and De
lons Graves - had a won
derful time touring the
Garden Island, a true Pa
cific gem, from its moun
tain ridges and lush rain
forests to its spectacular
beaches and red landscape.
The amicable residents
are from our town. This
sounds like a rewarding
trip.
OHHH! OHHH! IT
WAS A DINNER TO
REMEMBER
Thanksgiving dinner at
Wade and Lessie T. Stotts,
18th Ave. and 25th St. S.,
is always considered a
high point on my list of
enjoyable things to do.
Thanksgiving, Nov. 27,
was no exception. From
mid-afternoon until all the
goodies were gone, those
dear people hosting, Lessie
T. and Wade Stotts, Lessie
T. and Fred Camble, their
sister, Jean Spikes, and a
cousin, Almeta and Rufus
Thompson, created a palat
able spread as usual, and
we will always remember
it. They really deserve
some kind of medal for
catering excellence.
Most of us know the
idea of a smorgasbord
table is to take a small por
tion of each item or dish.
Dinner guests at that
groaning table evidently
didn’t know or didn’t want
prospect of more state
budget cuts "it's in the
hands of the governor
whether our program sur
vives."
The employees of
Associated Marine Institute
Foundation are so touched
by the boys and girls who
come through the program
that there is 100 percent
employee participation in
contributing to the fund to
help kids who graduate
from the program with col
lege tuition.
After a lesson on table
etiquette by Robinson,
lunch was served at the
Enoch
Davis
Center,
catered by the Texas Cattle
Company — at a discount
ed rate. The girls were
given wooden clothes pins
that they could lose if
caught in a breach of table
manners.
Several girls strolled
among the tables strewn
with red rose petals casual
ly engaging adult volun
teers in conversation that
resulted in volunteers
speaking with their mouths
full, a definite no-no. Other
adults were caught dining
sans their napkin in thenlaps to the delight of the
girls.

to know or didn’t care to
know this. Family mem
bers made up of all age
groups devoured heapings
of succulent baked turkey
with very tasty dressing,
gravy and cranberry sauce.
Talk about grillin’, chillin’
and thrillin’. Roast beef,
baked ham, chitlings, cry,
fluffy rice and candied
yams. We enjoyed the ten
der, savory taste of green
beans, collard greens, com
pudding and black-eye
peas. Iced tea and sodas
and all kinds of cakes and
pies and other gourmet
delicacies which (as some
one once said) pleased this
scribe enormously.
In addition to the
spread, the hostess went all
out making everybody feel
most welcome, including
the local family members,
enjoying out of towners.
Motoring to the enjoyable
dinner
were:
Lessie,
Bessie and Jean’s mother,
Mary
Thomas
from
Greenville, Fla., her two
sons, Colonel Dwayne
Thomas who is stationed
with the U.S. Army in Ft.
Meade, Md., and Steven
Thomas from Newport
News, Va., also, Lessie’s
daughter, Karen Peete and
hubby Radell, with daugh

ters, Nicole and Shanelle
from Hampton, Va.
The feast was a
resounding success.
$kk$$
A SURPRISE, I KNOW
Birthday wishes to
Mildred Surry whose natal
day was Nov. 30. Better
late than never, right?

UNTIL NEXT WRITE

AROUND, STAY
LOOSE!
After lunch the girls burned
off energy dancing to
music between the tables
and then settled down for a
motivational speech from
OPAL Cheryl Bradbury, a
sales representative for
Merck Pharmaceuticals.
The OPALS disclosed
that they each came from
the same sort of homes that
the girls did. Their message
was the girls could over
come their obstacles and
succeed too. As the girls
listened quietly many
picked up the rose petals
strewn on the white paper
table clothes and pressed
the cool thick leaves to
their cheeks, foreheads,
chins and noses.
The girls received a
bag of goodies from the
Mary Kay volunteers.
OPALS gave each girl a
long stem red rose as a
parting gift and announced
plans to make the seminar
an annual event.
Holding her rose as she
walked to the door, one
beaming girl said, "This is
great."

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

BOOK
REVIEW
10k

ill
by Tangela Murph

MATTERS OF THF,
HEART DEVOTIONS
FOR WOMEN
Adapted from her best
selling book Matters of the
Heart, Juanita Bynum’s
new devotional encourages
readers to be sure they are
not living under the rule of
the old heart but are expe
riencing the new heart that
God promises to his chil
dren.
While confessing she
was “converted” to Christ
earlier in life, Bynum later
came to believe that she
was operating from a
“works” orientation. She
was convinced that she
needed to ask God to give
her a new heart. In these

devotions, she encourages
readers to examine their
own hearts to be sure they
are in right relationship
with God and are not being
controlled by the carnal
mind.
She urges believers to
renew their minds and care
for their new hearts
through
deliverance,
repentance from habitual
sin, and maintaining spiri
tual disciplines. Otherwise,
she asserts, ultimately
Satan will come and
replace the new heart with
an evil one.
Juanita
Bynum
explains that if you do not
purify your heart, the very
thing that you once
enjoyed with your old
heart will ambush you and
eventually destroy you.
God wants to do a
complete transformation
from the inside out. He has
already provided a donor
for this vital procedure.
The heart that rested inside
Jesus is available for trans
plant into your life.
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Readers, you will ben
efit as you dig a little deep
er and explore the
heartlmind connection and
see why this key to intima
cy with God is so vital to a
healthy, satisfying and
effective life.
Available at: Reader’s
Choice Books and Gift
Expressions, 4301 34th
Street South, Suite 102, St.
Petersburg, outside store
front at the Maxi-Mall;
down the sidewalk from
the produce store, open
seven days a week, (727)
867-3696.
.
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TYLER PERRY’S
“MADEA’S CLASS
REUNION”
From homelessness to
sheer bliss.
Thirty-four-year-old
playwright, director, pro
ducer and actor Tyler Perry
is truly riding high, within
the span of only four years.
He has gone from being

out on the streets to selling
out theaters wherever he
goes, with not only one
show, but four shows suc
cessfully touring the nation
and making a change in
theater history.
The New Orleans
native has had a stellar year
and is showing no signs of
letting up. Perry’s fourth
stage play is Madea’s Class
Reunion. Mabel “Madea”
Simmons has decided to
“go on head an’ go” to her
50th class reunion. That is
of course, if she can man
age to stay one step ahead
of the cops long enough to
get there! Join Madea,
Brown and the unforget
table Dr. Willie Leroy as
they get “caught up” in the
emotional trials and hilari
ous antics of many other
memorable guests during
their stay at the fabulous
Pandora Hotel. If you want
to laugh, laugh, laugh like
you have never done
before, then you must see
all of Tyler Perry’s stage
plays: The extremely pop
ular ‘Diary of a Mad Black
Woman,’ ‘Madea’s Family
Reunion,’ ‘I Can Do Bad
All By Myself,’ and newly
released ‘Madea’s Class
Reunion.’ Guaranteed to
get your laugh on!!

Salon
from front page
a victim of domestic vio
lence and had sought
refuge at local shelters.
"I wanted to do some
thing to honor her memo
ry,” Moore said.
"She had some deep,
down violence in her life,”
Tammy’s mother Mary
Moore
said of her
deceased daughter. "That’s
why this project is so spe
cial. 1 feel humbled and
honored to be able to do
this for other women.”
The women were treat
ed to a catered lunch that
included a menu of
Popeye’s Chicken and
sandwiches from Chili’s
Restaurant. Other sponsors
included Winn Dixie,
Krispy Kreme Donuts, St.
Pete Donut House, and
Kash N Karry.
AmSouth Bank held a
clothing drive that netted a
new wardrobe for the
women and their children.
"It’s important to help
them rebuild blocks of
their self-esteem,” said
Nikki Miller, an AmSouth
representative. "Getting a
new hairdo and wardrobe
is the first step toward
them saying I’m Ok and I
deserve better.”
After nourishing their
bodies, it was time for the
women to take care of their
souls.

The women gathered
at the Harvest Time
International Church locat
ed next door to the salon
and received a spiritual pep
talk from Therese Evans,
the human resource direc
tor of Cardinal Health.
"Today, it’s all about
you,” Evans told the
women. "Now that you
look beautiful on the out
side, it’s time to work on
your insides.”
Evans told the women
not to dwell on their past,
but to focus on their future.
"We all fall down. "But,
the beauty and the grace of
it all is that we have the
ability to get back up
again.”
Moore is going to
make sure other battered
women receive the same
message of hope. She
plans to host a "Day of
Pampering” every six
months. The next one will
be held a few days before
Mother’s Day.
"I want to be a servant
of God,” Moore conclud
ed. "It has always been a
life-long dream of mine to
give back and serve.”
Tammy Moore would
also like to extend a special
thanks to the patrons of A
Precious Touch Salon for
the generous donations of
clothing.
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Midtown Technology
Center Hosts Half-Day
Cafe------------------- --------ST PETERSBURG The Midtown Technology
Center recently celebrated
its first event of the year,
the Half Day Cafe, with
the theme "a place to feed
your body and mind." The
event, a huge success,
focused on building family
strengths by encouraging
family literacy skills. More
than 150 people were in
attendance.
The event showcased
eight workstations, set up
to feature programs such
as Creative Computers,
Graphing Goodies, Make
and Take for Your Home,
It’s All About the Ben
jamins, Make and Play
Games, Friendship Quilt,
Games Galore, and Pump
kins and Popcorn. Parti
cipants were given a menu
and were required to visit
at lease five of the eight
workstations to enter the
drawing for door prizes
and food. The finale was
Final Jeopardy.
Family reading time
was also a point of interest.
Brenda Nelson, the Midtown Center’s program

manager, read books to
families who stopped at
the Friendship Quilt. The
St. Petersburg Times pro
vided newspapers all who
were in attendance. Free
books provided by the
Even Start Program were
given to participants who
turned in their complete
evaluation.
Sponsors for the Midtown Half Day Cafe in
cluded: Midtown Tech
nology Center, The St.
Petersburg Times, Lakewood Community School,
Pinellas Education Foun
dation, People Matter, Inc,.
Pinellas County Schools,
Even Start, Youth Build,
Front Porch Community
Office, Title One, NAACP,
Scholarship for Adult Vo
cational
Education
(S.A.V.E), and Youth
Opportunities Unlimited
(YOU.).
For more information,
stop by and visit the
NAACP
headquarters
located at 1501 16th St. S.,
or call Brenda Nelson, pro
gram manager, at (727)
898-3310.

Read The Weekly Challenger on the web:
www.theweeklychallenger.com

New Front Porch
Office Hours------

Hillsborough Schools Schedule Kindergarten Round-ups

The .Front Porch St.
Petersburg
Community
Office located at 1523 16th
Street South has new
office hours. The new

TAMPA— Elementary
schools throughout the
School District of Hills
borough County will be
holding information meet

hours are as follows:
Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.; and closed on
Saturdays and Sundays.

ings now through May 11,
for parents with students
entering kindergarten in
August 2004.
The round-ups, which

100 NEW SCHOOLS
AND BULLDING
Every time you play the games of the Florida Lottery, you
contribute to education in Florida. Profits from the Lottery
have funded over 400 public school construction and
renovation projects. They’ve also funded 167,000 Bright
Futures Scholarships. To date, we 've contributed well
over $13 billion to Florida education. That's a
number we’re going to continue to build on. For
more information, visit us at www.flalottery.com
When you play, we all win.

began Dec. 2, include in
formation on enrollment
requirements, such as
proof of residence and im
munization records, as

well as schedules. Faculty
and staff will be present to
answer parents' questions
and help them become
familiar with their school.

For more information,
parents should call their
child’s school directly to

get details about upcoming
meetings,

News Deadline ls 4 P.M. Monday

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 - 10, 2003

AIDS REPORT
A Quarter of People
In U.S., Fewer Babies
MTV Gives Mandela’s High School Blocks
Tested for AIDS Don’t AIDS-Day Concert
Born wiTh AIDS
AIDS Brochures-----by Gabriel Packard
material written for gay
Collect the ResulTs — Free To World TV
(IPS1GIN)
A
Ken

and lesbian teens, any
by Gabriel Packard
lesbian, bisexual and trans
Networks
-------------------tucky
high
school
ordered
information
about homo
(IPS1GIN) - About 25 gender), 65 percent of
percent of people who go
for an HIV test never return
to find out the result, says
the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention.
A separate survey, released
by Witeck-Combs Com
munications and Harris
Interactive in the run up to
World Aids Day, Dec. 1,
found that whites and het
erosexuals are least likely
to take HIV tests in the first
instance.
Across America the
U.S., 58 percent of African
Americans and 45 percent
of Hispanics said they had
taken at least one HIV test,
found the survey.
The most likely to be
tested, however, were socalled GLBT adults (gay,

whom have been tested
once or more.
Although the three
groups have a dispropor
tionately high infection
rate, members of other
groups are still vulnerable
and should be tested, say
experts. Only 41 percent of
heterosexual adults have
been tested for HIV.
According to the sur
vey, the most common rea
son people cited for not
being tested is a belief that
they are not at risk.
A United Nations re
port last week estimated
that around the world 46
million people have HIV1
AIDS. As many as one mil
lion of them are Amer-

Catholic Groups Call
on Bishops To Accept
Condom Use--------------by Gabriel Packard
victims worldwide.
(IPS1GIN)- More than
Despite the Church’s
20 Catholic organizations . ruling, however, the Times
this month called on bish reports that some Catholics
ops to reject Vatican doc in Latin America are advo
trine and accept condoms cating condom use to fight
as a method for fighting AIDS.
AIDS, according to a
In the Guatemalan
report in The New York town of Coatepeque, the
Times.
Maryknoll sisters run an
The Catholic Church AIDS
clinic,
which
forbids the use of con includes educating school
doms, even between hus children and prostitutes on
band and wife when one is how condoms prevent HIV
infected with HTV1AIDS.
infection.
Yet, ironically, the
"Certainly, God does
Church is one of the not want us to kill each
world’s biggest AIDS-care other," said Marlene Con
groups, providing about a don, a worker at the clinic.
quarter of all non-govern "You’ve got to do some
mental assistance to AIDS thing."

by Gabriel Packard
(IPS1GIN) - To pro
mote World AIDS Day,
Dec. 1, MTV allowed TV
and radio stations around
the world show for free a
concert organized by Nel
son Mandela’s AIDS
awareness group that fea
tured ex-Beatle Paul MacCartney, Beyonce, U2's
Bono.
The concert - which
was taped Nov. 29 in Cape
Town, South Africa - was a
joint event organized by
Mandela’s 46664 group
and MTV’s Staying Alive
campaign. (46664 was

Please E-Mail All Ads to:

were among AfricanAmericas, found the 29state study by the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention. It also listed
AIDS as the third biggest
killer of African-Amercans
aged 25 to 44.
Over all, new HIV
diagnoses increased 5.1
percent between 1999 and

sexual acts or any material
containing the rainbow
Gay Pride logo, AVI’s
executive director Cathy
Cox was quoted as saying
in the Lexington HeraldLeader.
Safe-sex information
for heterosexuals was al
lowed to stay.
Principal Doug Southworth is reported as saying
he doesn’t thing schools
should supply information
promoting sex or safe sex.
"I don’t want us to be seen
as promoting sex in any
fashion."

There is a

Reason to

Read The

bv Gabriel Packard
(IPS1GIN) - In the past
decade, the number of ba
bies bom in the US with
HIV dropped by more than
80 percent, says a study by
the Center for Disease
Control.
An infected mother
can pass on HIV to her
child during pregnancy,
labor or, after the child is
bom, through breast feed
ing.
Medical experts say
that this mother-child
transmission can usually

be prevented by trug thera
py during and after the
birth.
Promotion of this drug
treatment is thought to be
the reason why America’s
infant
infection
rate
dropped from 1,760 cases
in 1991 to just 280 in 2000.
But elsewhere, particularly
in developing countries,
the rates are much higher.
The World Health Organi
zation estimates that last
year about 800,000 infants
around the world became
infected with AIDS.

Challenger

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

WE WEL
COME
YOUR
LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

AIDS Third Biggest Killer of 2544 Yr. Old African Americans —
bv Gabriel Packard
(IPS1GIN) - AfricanAmericans are being hit
hardest by HIV/AIDS in
the US with most infections and most deaths from
the virus, finds a new sur
vey.
More than half the new
HIV infections in America
during the past three years

Mandela’s prison number
while serving time on
Robbin Island for his anti
apartheid activities)
MTV estimated that
the free broadcast rights
allowed up to two billion
people around the world to
watch or listen to the event.
More than 50 broad
casters signed up. They
included the BBC World
Service (worldwide audi
ence: 150 million), Amer
ica’s Infinity Broadcasting
radio stations; the UK’s
Channel Four; Germany’s
ZDF; Hong Kong’s ATV;
and South Africa’s SABC.

brochures containing safesex information for gay
and lesbian teenagers to be
removed from a school
health fair.
Teachers at Scott
County High School,
Georgetown, reportedly or
dered members of AIDS
Volunteers Inc (AVI) not to
display four brochures:
"Young and Gay: Protect
Yourself," "Lesbians and
HIV: Are You at Risk?"
"Safer Sex, Better Too,"
and "Safer Sex Can Be
Fun."
They were also told
they couldn’t display any

2002. Latinos’ diagnosis
rates went up by 26 per
cent, whites’ by 8 percent,
and gay men of all races by
17 percent.
One group whose diag
nosis rate went down, how
ever, was African-Ameri
can women, whose newcase diagnoses dropped by
19 percent.

Star Items Of The
Week

• SlicedHoney
Ham 12 oz.
21S3.00

• Mix & Match
Frozen Dinners
(Pork, Chicken &
Beef)
2/$5.00

COME

US AND

More For Less Meats
1035B Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
(Corner of 10th Avenue South)

(727) 892-9390

Monday - Friday

9:30 am -5:00 pm
Saturday

8:00 am -1:00 pm

Your Hospice

&o*Hpcttc<vtio*t- & PVP

Accept

We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULAR MASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879

When They’re Needed Most

FAX 328-8869

SHAHEED'S
WOMEN'S BUSINESS SUITS AND HATS
ON SALE!!

We have a long way to go. So let us
hasten along the road, the road of
human tenderness and generosity.
Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.

10 - 50 % OFF SELECTED ITEMS
- Emily Green Balch

Plain Baseball Caps - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE
Negro League Jerseys (Limited Supply)
Men's Urban/Hip-Hop Wear
Reg. Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11AM - 7 PM
Friday Hours: 11AM - 12:30PM - Reopen at 3PM - 7PM
Sunday and Monday by Appointment

1047 62nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL
Skyway Plaza • (727) 867-1338

•Egyptian Musk
Custom Blended Fragrances
Many More!
•Dread Caps/Headbands
• J ewelry/Assessories
•Natural Hair Braiding
& Locking
•African Ethnic Attire
•Incense, Oils, Black Soap,
African Shea Butter....More!!l

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate
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for Ebony Harvey, the Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship
jrrogram gave her daughter Darricllc something she thought
■he could only dream of...a future.

Failing in her old school, Darrieile's Corporate Tax
Credit Scholarship gave Ebony the chance to find
a new school...a positive learning environment
where Darrielle could reach her full potential.

Today, Darrieile’s report card boasts As and B’s

JH|

and she’s scored well on her standardized
tests. She’s even been named captain of her
school’s step team.
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Tile Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship
Program has given Darrielle - and more than
13,000 Florida students like her - a chance to
“Step Up” toward a better future.
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To find out more, Visit
www.stepupforstudents.com
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Darrieile’s stepped up on her grades,
stepped up on her attitude.
She’s even stepped up at home.”
- Ebony Harvey
Tampa, Florida

for students
Black Alliance for Educational Option*
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
More Than 100 Prisoners to be
Released from U.S. Custody in
Guantanamo------------ -------------------------- —
by Frank Griffiths
Associated Press Writer
SAN JUAN, Puerto
Rico (AP) - More than 100
prisoners will be released
from U.S. custody at the
detainment camp in Guan
tanamo Bay; Cuba, and
more will follow, military
officials said.
It wasn't clear if the
men and boys to be trans
ferred from Guantanamo
would face further deten
tion or prosecution in their
own countries. The first of
two new transfers is sched
uled for the end of De
cember, and the other in.
January, the official told
The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity.
The official did not say
where the prisoners would
be sent and a military
spokeswoman declined last
Sunday to provide details
about future transfers from
the U.S. base at Guan
tanamo Bay, Cuba.
“We do expect there
will be other transfers but
because of operational pro
cedures, I can't talk about
any details,” Lt. Col.
Pamela Hart said. “We only
talk about detainee move
ments after an operation is
complete.”
The military official

who spoke on condition of pected al-Qaida financier,
anonymity said that one of said U.S. authorities re
the boys who would be fused to return him to
transferred shot and killed Canada and instead flew
a special operations soldier him to Afghanistan.
in Afghanistan, where a
After his release,
U.S.-led coalition ousted Khadr went to Iran and
the Taliban regime in late then Turkey before arriving
2001 and 11,500 American late last week in Bosnia, he
troops remain.
told CBC.
The military official
At the Canadian Em
did not provide details bassy in Sarajevo, Khader,
about the incident, includ-, who did not have a pass
ing the boy's age, name or port, was given a special
where or when the alleged permit to return to Canada,
shooting occurred. But he he told CBC. He was ac
said that the boy apparently companied on his return to
pretended to be dead, then Toronto by a Canadian
opened fire on the Amer consular official.
ican,
The United States
The official did not holds about 660 prisoners
know why the boy was from 44 countries at the
being released from U.S. base in eastern Cuba but
custody, but the military the government declines to
has said previously that the provide a breakdown of
main purpose of the deten their citizenship, ages or
tion mission is intelligence the reasons they are being
gathering.
held.
Last Sunday* a Ca
The government has
nadian citizen returned not charged them or given
home after being released them access to lawyers.
in October from Guantana
The United States has
mo. Abdulrhaman Khadr released 88 of the prisoners
was captured in Afghanis since the government be
tan and held as an “enemy gan holding suspects at the
combatant” by U.S. author base in Cuba in January
ities for nine months, he 2002.
told the Canadian Broad
Gen. Geoffrey Miller,
casting Corp.
the official in charge of the
Khadr, the son of a sus detention mission, said last

Haitian Government Promises
Legal Action Over Video Game
bv Michael Norton
Associated Press Writer
PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti (AP) - An American
video game that encour
ages players to kill Haitians
has outraged the Haitian
government, which said
last Saturday, would pursue
legal action.
New York-based Rockstar Games Inc. makes
“Grand Theft Auto: Vice
City,” a game where an ex
convict is hired to recover
stolen drug money in the
streets of Miami. In his
pursuit, he faces police of
ficers and gangsters from
Cuba and Haiti.
As the drama increases
and the ex-convict wields a
machete, knife, gun and
baseball bat, the game
urges players to “kill the
Haitians” and “kill the
Cubans.”
“This racist game is
psychologically extremely
dangerous, and is an incite
ment to genocide,” said
government
spokesman
Mario Dupuy.
The game, which sells
for about $40-50, has been
called a "game that dehu
manizes all groups of peo
ple" by the Minneapolisbased National Institute on
Media and the Family. The
game
has
reportedly
brought $260 million in
sales.
Haitian-Americans and
elected officials gathered in
New York in recent days to
protest the game.
Henry Frank, executive
director of the Haitian
Centers Council in Brook
lyn, called the game violent
and racist and accused

Rockstar of manufacturing
a controversial product to
boost sales. The group is
also considering filing a
lawsuit against the compa
ny.
Sen. Carl Andrews, DBrooklyn, said he would
propose a bill to ban the
game.
A
spokesman
for
Rockstar's parent company,
Take 2 Interactive Software
Inc., said in a statement
that no harm was intended.
“We empathize with
the concerns of the Haitian
community and we are giv
ing serious consideration to
them,” said the spokesman,
Jim Ankner. “There was no
intention to offend any eth
nic group.”.
A $246 million lawsuit
against Rockstar and its
parent company has al
ready been filed by the
families of two people shot
by teenagers in Tennessee.
Retailer Wal-Mart and mar
keter Sony Computer En
tertainment America Inc.,
are also named in the law
suit.
Aaron Hamel, 45, was
killed and Kimberly Bede,

19, was seriously wounded
when their cars were hit
June 25 by .22-caliber bul
lets while driving outside
of Knoxville, Tenn.
Stepbrothers William
Buckner, 16, and Joshua
Buckner, 14, were sen
tenced in August to an in
definite term after pleading
guilty to reckless homicide,
endangerment and assault.
The boys told investi
gators they got the rifles
from a locked room in their
home and decided to ran
domly shoot at tractor-trail
er rigs, just like in the video
game “Grand Theft Auto
III.”

Wednesday that the three
youngest boys at the jail,
who range from 13 to 15
would be transferred soon,
but he did not give a date.
Before their capture by
U.S. forces in Afghanistan,
some of the youths held at
the base were sexually
abused; and they have re
ceived therapy at Guan
tanamo, the official said.
The boys are kept separate
from the adult population
at the jail.
Separately, Britain and
the United States are nego
tiating a deal to send nine
British detainees back
home.
Clive Stafford Smith, a
U.S.-based British human
rights lawyer, told The Ob
server, a British newspa
per, that two of the nine
British detainees, Asif Iq
bal and Shafiq Rasul, were
likely to be released and
not charged with a crime
while the other seven
would serve sentences in
British jails after pleading
guilty
to
unspecified
charges in the United
States.
The British Foreign
Office declined to confirm
the report and said that dis
cussions with U.S. officials
were continuing.

Colin Powell Visits N. Africa, Tunisian
Group Says He’s Unwelcome--------------by Gabriel Packard
(IPS/GIN) - American
Secretary of State Colin
Powell arrived in Tunisia
last Tuesday to begin a
whistlestop tour to north
Africa; but human rights
groups from that country
have said he is not wel
come.
"We do not welcome ...
Colin Powell here because
the US is occupying Iraq
and continuing its support
to Israel to kill Palestin

ians," said Mokhtar Trifi,
chairman of the Tunisia’s
only independent rights
group, the Tunisian Human
Rights League.
"This is the opinion of
all human rights groups
and democratic parties in
Tunisia," he said at a meet
ing called by five opposi
tion parties and civic
groups to discuss US poli
cy in the area.
Washington officials
said that Powell’s two-day

trip to Tunisia, Algeria and
Morocco is intended to
gain support for the US-led
so-called War on Terror.
They also said that the trip
aimed to encourage Arab
countries to become de
mocracies.
Trifi and others speak
ing at the meeting suspect
that America is actually
trying undermine Muslim
resistance to US domina
tion in the Arab world,
according to a Reuters

report.
As Arabs we need
democracy, but we do not
need the American version
of democracy,
which
comes on top of army tanks
[as is happening in] Iraq,
where U.S. occupying
troops kill Iraqis without
discrimination."
The Tunisian govern
ment is a supporter of
America’s War on Terror.

African Religious Leaders Slam Bush’s
Broken AIDS Promises------------ - -----------bv Gabriel Packard
(IPS1GIN) - Religious
leaders from around Africa
have written to U.S. Presi
dent George Bush to criti
cize what they call his "un
fulfilled commitments" to
fighting AIDS.
Eighty-five inter-faith
leaders co-signed the letter,
which accused Bush of try
ing to wriggle out of his
$15 billion pledge to fight
AIDS in Africa and the
Caribbean, made in his
State of the Union address

PLEASE

earlier this year.
"President Bush only
asked the Congress for $2
billion of the $15 billion he
announced last January for
the fight against AIDS and
other infectious diseases,"
the letter said. "The Senate
added $400 million to
that."
The group also said
that the AIDS epidemic
and the huge national debts
of poor nations were
"linked scourges." In their
letter, they called for

Bush’s 2005 budget re
quest to include $5 billion
to combat AIDS and "com
plete debt cancellation for
impoverished nations."
African nations alone
spent more than $9 billion
on debt repayment in 2001,
the latest year for which
accurate figures are pub
lished, says the Jubilee
USA Network. This is
much more than the $2.4
billion Congress has al
lowed for AIDS work.
Some of the signatories

staged a vigil outside the
U.S. Treasury Department
in Washington last Mon
day, World AIDS Day.
Others spoke to re
porters at a press confer
ence.
"This is the issue Jesus
talked so much about," said
Rev. James Wallis of Call
to Renewal, a coalition of
religious groups working
to fight poverty. "As you
have done to the least of
them, so you have done to
me."

SUPPORT OUR PAPER
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Judge Orders Release of Two Imprisoned
Business Leaders in Haiti-------- ----------- ------by Michael Norton
Associated Press Writer
PORT-AU-PRINCE,
Haiti (AP) - A judge
ordered the release of two
business leaders arrested
during an opposition rally
more than two weeks ago,
saying there were no
grounds to hold them.
David Apaid
and
Charles Henry Baker were
released from the national
penitentiary to the chants
of “Victory, victory” from a
crowd of supporters.
Judge Joassaint Saint
Clair ordered their release
but they were briefly
returned to their cells pend
ing approval from deputy

government prosecutor Riquet Brutus.
The yair were detained
Nov. 14 when partisans of
President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide disrupted a rally
by a civil society coalition,
known as “the 184,” who
wanted to present propos
als for sweeping changes in
Haiti.
The rally ended with
police firing tear gas into
the crowd. No Aristide par
tisans were arrested, while
25 coalition members were
detained when police found
three handguns in a vehicle
owned by Baker.
Apaid and Baker were
jailed while the others were

Professional Hair Care Products

released.
The gun permits had
expired; but, since police
have not renewed any per
mits since May, they re
mained valid, their lawyers
said.
Last week, the Organi
zation of American States
condemned the detentions,
saying they were illegal
and appeared “politicallymotivated.”
Apaid is the nephew of

Andy Apaid Jr., leader of
“the 184,” that includes
business associations, wo
man's and human rights
groups, labor, peasant and
student unions.
The arrests have pro
voked a storm of criticism.
“The government is
persecuting the 184 group,”
said their lawyer, Port-auPrince Bar Association
President Rigaud Duplan,
who said there were “no

legal grounds to keep them
in prison.”
Government spokes
man Mario Dupuy, who
called the Nov. 14 rally “a
provocation,” said the exec
utive had nb role to play in
the case.
Tensions have grown in
Haiti since flawed 2000
legislative elections that the
opposition charged were
rigged.

JUST SAY NO
TO SUPERMARKET
FROZEN SHRIMP!

MID PENIHUILA SEAFOOD I PREMIUM SHRIMP
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Cone Fishin1

PREPARED TO
ORDER...TASTE THE
DIFFERENCE!

BY THE DINNER: 9.99
BY THE POUND: 14.99

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY . . . FOR OVER 21 YEARS

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4- 10, 2003

9

STATE NEWS
FAMU —

from front pg.

The school also failed
to follow standard business
practices such as balancing
the books each month,
according to the Times
report. In addition, a feder
al grant was used for unap

Pulpit—
from front pg.
a restoration ceremony. An
old robe - signifying the
sins of the past - was
removed from him, and a
new robe wrapped around
him.
“Christianity is about
forgiveness, about love. It's
about assisting someone
who has fallen," said the
Rev. Alex Harper Sr., pas
tor of First Baptist.
Lyons’ fall came after

proved expenses, including
travel to London and Paris
for the former grant direc
tor.
Internal investigations
also show the school
planned to overspend for
leased space and contracted
twice for the same consult
ing work, according to the

report.
State leaders have
known about the school's
problems, but never fully
dealt with them, said Steve
Uhlfelder, a member of the
Board of Governors.
"I'm not sure we were
always tough enough
because we were afraid of

criticism. We walked on
eggshells with Florida
A&M University," he said.
"But I don't think this is
excusable at any university.
It’s just not acceptable. It's
beyond comprehension."

his wife, Deborah, set fire
to a $700,000 waterfront
home he co-owned with
another woman, Bernice
Edwards from Milwaukee,
in July 1997. Lyons and his
wife divorced earlier this
year; Edwards died in
prison in May of natural
causes.
Lyons, former pastor of
Bethel Metropolitan Bap
tist Church, bilked $4 million from companies doing
business with the National
Baptist Convention, one of
the nation's largest black

church organizations.
Lyons will remain on
probation for the next three
years on federal charges of
bank fraud and tax evasion,
and still owes $2.5 million
in restitution. He said he
will meet with federal
authorities Monday to
work out payback terms.
“I have no idea how to
do it," Lyons said. “I don't
have any money. The attor
neys have all the money. I
have an agreement with
God - 'You make it avail
able to me, and I have no

problem paying it.'"
Lyons said he hopes to
meet with convention
members in January, but
has no plans to seek any
leadership positions.
“I would love to go
back to being a pastor, but I
understand if I don't. I did
an awful lot of counseling
while in prison, so that is a
possibility."
He is currently work
ing for the Coney Funeral
Home, which was part of
his work release plan with
the prison.

Former Governor Bob Martinez Speaks at
Saint Leo University--------------------------SAINT LEO, Fla. Bob Martinez, former gov
ernor of Florida and mayor
of Tampa, will address the
Saint Leo University com
munity today at 11:30 a.m.
at Selby Auditorium. Mar
tinez will share his experi
ence as Florida’s 40th gov
ernor and former drug czar
in President George H.W.
Bush’s Cabinet. The event
is free and open to the pub
lic. Saint Leo is located at
33701 State Road 52, four
miles east of Interstate 75
(exit 285), just north of
Tampa.
Originally from Tam

Ex-CEO Gets Five Years in Fraud Scheme
Targeting Blacks-------------------------------MIAMI (AP) - A for
mer securities company
CEO who pleaded guilty in
a pyramid scheme to fleece
$31 million from primarily
black victims was sen
tenced last Monday to five
years in federal prison.
Anthony Blissett, pres
ident and chief executive of
the defunct A.B. Financing
and Investments Inc.,
pleaded guilty in Septem
ber to one charge of con
spiracy to commit securi
ties fraud.
The sentence by U.S.
District Judge Federico A.
Moreno was the maximum

allowed. The prison time is
to be followed by three
years of supervised release.
The Securities and Ex
change Commission esti
mates 2,000 people in Flor
ida and the Caribbean in
vested a minimum of
$10,000 each in the Mi ami based company. Accounts
in the five-year-old compa
ny were frozen in July.
Unsophisticated inves
tors were told they could
get annual returns as high
as 30 percent in real estate,
securities, commodities,
discounted bank notes and
trade finance instruments

that the company said were
previously offered to only
whites and select blacks,
SEC investigators said.
Blissett was accused of
paying returns to old in
vestors with money from
new investors in a classic
Ponzi scheme. The compa
ny made some investments,
but its securities trading
alone lost nearly $2.5 million and the company had
only $314,000 cash by the
end of 2001.
Blissett represented to
investors that investing
with ABFI involved “no
risk,” and that their funds

iW

would be “guaranteed" and
“insured,” U.S. Attorney
Marcos Daniel Jimenez
said last week.
ABFI boasted about
having $36 million in as
sets when it had a negative
net worth of more than $27
million and had lost $5 mil
lion in 2000 and $7 million
in 2001, prosecutors said.
Alma Carney, 59, from
Fort Lauderdale and her
aunt were two of the in
vestors.
“We were just suck
ers,” Carney said in
September. “It was all the
money I had.”

pa’s West Latin communi
ty, Martinez was the gover
nor of Florida from 1987 to
1991, the state’s second
Republican governor in the
20th century, and the
state’s first Hispanic gover
nor. He also served as the
Mayor of Tampa. Martinez
currently is the managing
director of Carlton Fields’
Government Consulting, a
firm offering government
affairs services to private
industry and public enti
ties.
His professional and
civic activities include
director and past chairman

of the Greater Tampa
Chamber of Commerce,
University
of Tampa
trustee, honorary director
of Lowry Park Zoo, and
chair for the Tampa Bay
History Center Develop
ment Committee. He holds
his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Tampa
and his master’s degree
from the University of
Illinois in labor and indus
trial relations. He has re
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education.
"I believe it sends a
strong message to the Leg
islature that voters believe
an adequately funded pub
lic university system is
vital to Florida's future," he
said.
Despite recent budget
cuts, the survey found that
73 percent of Floridians
rate the quality of the
state's universities as good
or excellent. Nearly 68 per
cent say the state's public
universities offer a good
value for the money.
Six of 10 Floridians
supported more spending
on public colleges and uni
versities. By contrast, only
47 percent advocated more
spending on public safety
such as police and prisons
and only 42 percent advo
cated more spending on
roads and highways. The
only area that received
stronger support for more
spending was primary and
secondary schools, which
was supported by 77 per
cent of respondents.
The survey found that
three-quarters of the state's
residents believe universi
ties are very important to
creating a well-trained
work force in Florida,
while nearly 85 percent
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said they were very impor
tant to enhancing research
and technology. The major
ity of residents polled also
said universities were very
important to enhancing the
quality of life, bringing
federal grants and contracts
into the state, keeping
young people in Florida
and creating a sense of
pride in the state.
The statewide poll is
part of the Quality and
Access information cam
paign launched by Florida's
11 public universities earli
er last month. The cam
paign is designed to raise
the general public's aware
ness of the funding chal
lenges faced by Florida's
universities.
The full results of the
poll can be found on the
campaign's web site at
www.qualityandaccess.org
or on the web site of the
Florida Center at www.
unf.edu./thefloridacenter.
The Public Opinion
Research Lab at the Florida
Center serves as a resource
for public policymakers,
faculty researchers, gov
ernment agencies, non
profit agencies, businesses
and students at Florida's
universities.
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Statewide Survey Finds Strong Support
for University Funding---------------------- More than 80 percent October for the survey,
of Floridians oppose cut which has a margin of error
ting the budgets of public of plus or minus 3 percent
universities, even when with a 95 percent confi
faced with lower-than-ex- dence level.
pected state revenues, ac
"We need to give credit
cording to a poll released to the citizens of Florida
recently by the State Uni who clearly recognize that
versity Presidents Asso failing to properly fund
higher education in our
ciation.
Conducted by the Flor state could have disastrous
ida Center for Public Pol effects on its future," said
icy and Leadership at the John Hitt, chair of the State
University of North Florida University Presidents Aso(UNF), the poll found ciation and president of the
strong support for higher University of Central Flor
education and widespread ida. "Florida's 11 public
concern among residents universities provide an edu
that inadequate state fund cated work force, research
ing could jeopardize the that benefits the public and
quality of programs and a strong economic impact
access to universities. The on Florida."
More than six out of 10
survey showed that univer
sities have greater public residents supported the
support than public safety state spending at least as
and transportation when it much as the U.S. per-stucomes to spending taxpay dent average on higher edu
cation. Per-student funding
ers' dollars.
The survey found that in Florida is 16 percent
nearly 70 percent of Flor lower than it was four years
idians are somewhat or ago and less than what it
very concerned that their was in the 1980s. In 2002,
child or another member of Florida's adjusted per-stu
their family will not have dent spending was $5,169
access to higher education for universities compared
in the next 20 years. Like with a national per-student
wise, about 54 percent said average of $6,262. Last
it would not be possible for year, the State University
state government to reduce System budget was cut by
the amount of money that $40 million, student growth
universities receive without was not funded and new
lowering the quality of edu construction projects were
severely curtailed.
cation.
UNF President John
The Florida Center's
Public Opinion Research Delaney said the survey
Laboratory contacted more illustrates the importance
than 1,000 Floridians in Floridians place on higher

ceived recognition for his
contribution to Florida and
the Tampa area, including
Bob Martinez Middle
School (2003), Tampa Bay
Marketing
Excellence
Award (2001), Ben Frank
lin Distinguished Leader
ship Award (2001), Tampa
Bay Business Hall of Fame
(2000), and is the recipient
of six honorary doctoral
degrees (1987-1999).

P<oo isms ore of sqaalw lesser rate than purcfwsedtem.
We reserve tt>e rigr<t tc limt quantftiea ana correct lyfiograprecal and pnatograimc errors
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AdvenT Emphasis at New
Philadelphia------------ --------- -------------tions are in order for
Women’s Ministry and
their superb Christian
effort in coordinating this
year’s church anniversary
observance. Mid-morning
worship service throughout
November was both joyous
and spiritually inspiring.
The worship booklet for
the month was filled with
information which provid
ed a historical listing of
ministry activities during
church’s thirteen year his-

Second Sunday of
Advent season will be wor
ship
focus
at New
Philadelphia. Church fami
ly will observe this sacred
season with lighting of sec
ond candle in Advent and
placement of the symbolic
wreath. Holy Communion
will be served and Pastor
will offer proclamation for
Advent. Members are
urged to be present and
prompt.
Christian commenda-

tory.
Anniversary souvenir
booklets will be given out
at Sunday’s mid-morning
worship. These program
mementoes will also be
issued to the many busi
nesses, families, and indi
viduals, who purchased
space for advertisement,
and convey congratulations
to the New Philadelphia
Church family’s 13 years
of “togetherness!”

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church-----------------------------------------------Communion and Baptism
will take place at our 10:30
a.m. service.
The Mass
Choir will render song and
praise service under the
tutelage of Minister Tony
Young assisted by Brother
Vemard McKinney. Sister
Bobbie Tampa will direct.
The Bread of Life will be
served by Pastor Senior.
Please come and join us.
Pastor Senior along
with the New Hope family
would like to extend a
hearty "Thank You" to all
who attended and con-

"Christians Becoming
Better Not Bitter"
Pastor Carlos L. Senior
along with the New Hope
Family invite each and
everyone to come worship
with us. We are the church
of the open door. Sunday
school starts at 9 a.m with
Sister Brenda Adams in
charge. Parents bring your
children and yourselves to
learn more about the God
we serve. A spirit filled
devotion begins at 10:15
a.m. with the Deacons of
New Hope in charge. Holy

tributed to the successful
culmination
of
our
Installation Services.
Weekly Events:
Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Band Thursday
11 a.m.
Mass Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Upcoming Events:
Christinas
Program
Sunday, Dec. 21, 10:30
a.m.
Watch Night Services
Wednesday, Dec. 31 (Time
to be announced)

The Lord looks down from heaven, He sees all
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Pleasant Grove M.B.
Church

MT. Zion Progressive
Missionary BaptisT Church
Cub Scout Parent
Breakfast and Registration,
8 a.m. - 10 a.m., Dec. 20.
Anyone wanting to volun
teer and have fun, come out
to MZPMBC. Please meet
with us in the fellowship
hall.
Lakewood
/ Junior
Spartan Awards Night,
Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m. Awards
will be given to cheerlead
ers and football players in
our community.
Mt. Zion will be hav
ing its annual Christmas
Program Dec. 21, 5 p.m. 7 p.m. All are cordially
invited to come worship
with us. Bring the family
and a friend.
Calling all experienced
Drummers!!! We need you
for two big performances;
Sunday, Jan. 18 and
Monday, Jan. 19. Please
call Everard Harris, (727)
866-1034 for details.
Mt.
Zion’s Youth
Ministry needs volunteers
for Wednesday Nights,
please call Bro. Troy

Gidron at, (727) 864-3550
for further details.
Calling all RN'S,
CNA’S and LPN's. The
Wellness
Ministry
is
organizing the component
of the Nurses Guild to their
Ministry. Please contact
Sister Carolyn Swanson,
(727) 825-6692 or fill out a
form located in the Church
foyer.
Mt. Zion Before &
After School Care Program
for ages 5-13 is also
accepting applications. We
offer pick up & drop off to
school each morning &
afternoon, early pick up on
half days, and all day care
most school holidays. For
before and aftercare rates,
call Jan Smith, MondayFriday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.,
(727) 894-4311, ext. 402.
The Reading Enhancement
Program - applications for
childrenlstudents that are
interested in the program
are
being
accepted.
Teachers and volunteers

are needed to assist in areas
such as monitoring, prepar
ing for FCAT one-on-one
teaching, picking up sup
plies and kitchen help.
Classes
meet
every
Tuesday and Thursday for
ages 8-13, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
in the Kings Kids Building.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be
happy to give you a ride.
We pick up Sunday
through Thursday. Please
try to notify us one day in
advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office,
(727) 894-4311 ext. 801.
For emergency pick up
ONLY,
call
Coa-Coa
Rivers at (727) 550-0396,
or Brother Peter Smith,
(727) 895-9261. WE ARE
IN NEED OF VAN DRI
VERS.
In observance of the
Christmas Holidays, the
administrative offices will
be closed Dec. 24 - Jan. 2.

Forget not the Lord and His
many blessings!

the sons of men. - Psalm 33

L-R; Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis, Rev. Joseph
Gordon, Councilwoman Rene Flowers

A retirement dinner
was given on behalf of Pas
tor Emeritus Rev. Joseph
Gordon on Nov. 8 at the St.
Petersburg Country Club.
This lovely affair was
attended by many mem
bers of Pleasant Grove and
friends.
The key to the city was
also presented to Rev.
Gordon by Deputy Mayor
of Midtown Goliath Davis
and City Councilwoman
Rene Rowers. Pastor Ev
ans of Friendship and Pas
tor Jones of Galilee gave
inspiring words on the pro
gram, and Pastor Wayne

Thompson of First Baptist
gave the message.
The committee mem
bers who worked to make
this event successful were
Marion Williams, Thelma
Ferguson, Kay Curry, Beth
Davis, Gladys Davis, Mon
ica McIntosh and Ida Ab
ner.
Rev. Gordon was pas
tor of Pleasant Grove Bap
tist Church for 45 years,
where the membership has
grown from 25 members to
over 2000.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611
Tuesday............................................... Bible Study ,7 p.m.
Friday.................................. Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

F
E
L
L

FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

CENTER

GRACE

O
service

W

Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

s
H
I
P

Phone
(813) 328-9412

NURSERY AND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

(727)896-5228

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838
The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:O0pm

350137th. St. So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.

A‘Woman After
(fod’s
Own Heart...

Queen Street

rAa

Church Os God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FlOrida 33712
(727) 896-4356

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Prayer (Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend”

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount ■ Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

Noon Day PrayerlBible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Church School.............................9am
Praise & Worship Service ....l0:30am

Tuesday Services:

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sunday Services:

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae (Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

Elder A.P. Con age, Pastor

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

2120 - l9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship T:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

Prayer Service....................... 6:30pm
Bible Study................................. 7pm
Spiritualty Connected

Cadfor Troyers &
‘Testimonies

Hew
CoVenant
Baptist
Church

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor
Join us as we Tift up the name offesus

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid

Prayer/Praise Service
7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study
8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.

ffKeRevJ Larry Wilfi'amsl]
Pastor

The congregation would (ike to invite you and your
famiiy to worship with us. Come as you arel
Sunday Service ........................................................ 8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ............................

7:00 P.M.

“Tke Church of Love, Healiqg agd Seatoratioi,”

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School.................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship ........................ li a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................. 5p.m.
Evening Worship ..................... 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday..................................... .7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One. weetyfrom church rna^es one weaty”

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues

Travelers* Rest Missionary
Baptist Church---------------------The Pastoral staff and
congregation extend heart
felt greetings of welcome
to all visitors. "May the
God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace as you
trust in him." (Romans
15:13)
Worship Times:
8 a.m. Contemporary
9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
11 a.m. Traditional
Ministry of the Word
will be preached by Pastor
Browne at both services.
The Praise Team will pro
vide music ministry at the
8 a.m. and Konsonant
Choir at 11 a.m. Holy
Communion will be served
at both services.
The Konsonant Choir
under the direction of
Sister Helen William
Edwards will have a musi
cal program on Friday,

Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. Guest
choirs and soloists will
highlight this blessed
event.
The Church family is
reminded of our fellowship
on Wednesday, Dec. 10
with the Gethsemane
Missionary Baptist Church
as they celebrate their
church's 51st Anniversary.
Weekly Activities:
Thursday, Dec. 4: 11
a.m. Mid-Day Bible Study
and Nursing Home
Visitation, 7 p.m.
Konsonant Choir Rehearsal
Friday, Dec. 5: 6 p.m.
Praise Team Rehearsal; 7
p.m. Konsonant Choir
Musical Program
Saturday, Dec. 6: 9
a.m.
Men's
Ministry
Breakfast Meeting; 10 a.m.
Deaconess
Ministry
Meeting
Monday, Dec. 8: 5:30
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Pentecostal Temple
C.O.G.I.C------------------

Mt. Zion A.M.E

Church

p.m.
Youth
Choir
RehearsallBible Study
Tuesday, Dec. 9:
7
p.m. Trustee Ministry
Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 10: 7
p.m.
Worship
with
Gethsemane
We welcome you to
fellowship with us during
any of our worship services
or programs. For additional
information, contact the
church office at (727) 8224869.
School Information: If
you filled out paperwork at
the school service center
for Fundamental or Magnet
Schools for 2004, you
have until Dec. 10 to accept
or go on a waiting list.
Have
a
Blessed
Week!!!

GOD ANSWERS KNEE MAIL

Pastor Lowery, offi
cers, and the Elizabeth
Black Missionary Society
would like to thank every
one who came out to share
in our service on Nov. 30.
After the Church School
which began at 9:15 a.m.,
Supt. Calvin Lawson
informed the members that
we would enjoy a brief
repast of hot chocolate and
donuts before the begin
ning of the worship service
at 11 a.m.
The service on the 5th
Sunday of November this
year marked the beginning
of the Advent Season. The
first Advent candle was lit
on this Sunday, and addi
tionally on the next three
Sundays a candle will be
lit,
leading up to
Christmas Eve, when in
addition to the other four
candles, the last candle,
known as "The Christ
Candle," will be lit. You
will read more about our
Christmas Eve candlelight
service in the following
weeks.
At our 11 a.m. worship
service, Sis.Lucille Byam,

Vice President of the
Missionary Society, did a
beautiful job of presiding
over the service. In addi
tion to Sis.Erma Willis
from Lakeland, who did
the invocation, Sis. Jemice
Martin, Sis. Ruby Fletcher,
Sis. Beulah Lawson, the
mass choir accompanied
by Sis. Cook, Minister of
Music, and the youth usher
board who were-beautiful
ly attired in new royal blue
outfits, all assisted Sis.
Byam in making sure that
everything ran smoothly.
The Advent portion of
the service and lighting of
the first candle (the "candle
of hope") was done by our
Christian
Education
Director, Sis. Nadine
Lowery, assisted by Sis.
Jacqueline Mack, who did
the meditation, and her
daughter, Cailah, who was
asked to light the first can
dle.
Each succeeding
Sunday of Advent, a family
will assist in the lighting of
the Advent candles, and the
meditations.
Then, we were blessed
to have with us, the Rev.

"O give thanks unto we will always find our
the LORD, for he is good: selves out of His perfect
for his mercy endureth for will and making mistakes
that will cause us much
ever." (Psalm 107:1)
The prevailing word grief and pain. However, if
for this holiday season is we will acknowledge our
that we ought to give mistakes and seek His for
thanks to God for His giveness, He will forgive
many, many blessings. In us and fulfill His plans for
spite of, regardless of and our lives even if it means
in the face of unfavorable doing it by way of a mira
and challenging circum cle.
Pastor
Anderson
stances, God is still
GOOD. Daily we receive reminded us that we have
new mercies and benefits all, at one time or another,
that give us a reason to be made some terrible mis
thankful (Lamentations takes and suffered the con
3:22, 23; Psalm 68:19). sequences. But God is
An "attitude of gratitude" ever merciful when we
will keep us from murmur turn to Him; He remains
ing, complaining and dis faithful and longs to bless
us.
couragement.
The
ladies
of
Deacon
Sam
Holcombe, Jr. addressed Pentecostal Temple will be
the congregation on the 5th having a Super Sidewalk
Sunday on behalf of the Sale this Saturday, Dec. 6
Pastor’s Aide Ministry. He from 8 a.m. until '2 p.m. In
spoke to us from Genesis addition to the fine array of
21:10 with the thought of clothes and household
"Addressing a Mistake." items, there will be items
The true blessings of God for holiday gift giving.
soft
come to us when we wait Grilled chicken,
patiently on His method drinks and water will also
and His timing. Whenever be available for a small
we try to "help God out," donation.

Roy Bailey from New
York, who delivered a spir
it-filled message taken
from Ezekiel 37:1-2; sub
ject, "Do You See What I
See?" The Rev. Bailey was
visiting with his in-laws,
Bro. Nathaniel, and Sis.
Vera Chester, along with
the rest of their family.
Remember, you are
welcome to visit our
church at any time. You
will find the Holy Spirit
waiting for you here. This
week, our bible study and
Love Feast will be on
Thursday, Dec. 4, begin
ning at 6 p.m.
Next
Sunday, Dec. 7 at the 11
a.m. worship service, we
will have the lighting of the
second candle of Advent.
Holy Communion will
be celebrated after the ser
mon by our Pastor Lowery.
Call for further infor
mation (353)796-1955 or
Pastor
Lowery
at
(727)866-0126.
Have a Blessed week,
and my God continue to
smile on you and your fam
ilies. Remember always
that LOVE MAKES THE

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ChrlsT Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Greater 81. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Friendship
Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

327-0997
Sunday SchooI........................................ 9:30 a.m.

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor
SUNDAY

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

,

,— Tuesday Night
GeneraI BibIe Study

TUESDAY

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Thursday Night Prayer

FRIDAY

Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES

Rev. CIyde WilIiams

l/Ite welcome you at all times.

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - haIf an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST

Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

st. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
www.lakemaggiore c@yahoo.com

Church School .................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class........... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship........................... 10:30A.M.

Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Sharia

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday Worship................................................... 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training................................ 6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship........... ............................. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study............ .......... 7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural

Church, Everyone Welcome!

Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:30
10:00
11:30
7:30
7:30
5:45

a.m
a.m.
a.m.
p.m
p.m
a.m

“fA church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (fod’s kingdom’

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

John A. Evans

Sunday School............ ......... •............................... 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class ..................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship . . ............. 10:30 a.m.
, Ladies Bible Class Monday . ............ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship . . ............ 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . .7:00 p.m.

Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 PM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.

Minister In Training

Bro. Robert Smith

Pcptccostal Tcipplc Church of God ip Christ

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Pastor John A. Evans

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

a

1

820 20th Street South

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

ife

Traveler’s Rest

Rev. Wayne

Missionary BAPTIST
Church

G.

Thompson, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

MORN1NG WORSHIP - 11:OO A.M.

Come Worship With
First Baptist FAMILY

the

Mid-Morning Worship ServIce . .10:45 a.m.

Sunday SchooI.......................... 9:30 a.m.

ftayer/Pratee ServIce (Weds.)

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

Rev, Donald
F. Browne

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!
Associates

)octorate

Home Stu dy Available

io PL
3455 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

hone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchnrch5 @tampabay.rr.com
doming Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday: Prayer MeetinglBible Studyl

n
Hit

www.mzprogressive.org

It’s easy
jOlcbhvenietit

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

’’Church of The Open Door -

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration

of God’s Favor

©THOM BIBLE COLLEGE

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

”100 Years

955 - 20th Street SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
PhOne: 894-4311

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

2003

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

It-sNffor

ee 877-428-6588
E. GeneseeSt.

WE FIN

ampa, FL 33603

■■
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Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Friendship M.B. Church
mences at 9:30 a.m. with
the superintendent in
charge.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise
Team. Holy Communion
will be served at both the
7:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. serv
ices.
Congratulations, Pas
tor Evans, on your newlyelected position as second
vice moderator of the West
Coast Baptist District As
sociation. We know you
will serve well. Praise the
Lord.
The
Brotherhoodl-

The Friendship Mis
sionary Baptist Church
family, under the leader
ship of Pastor John A, Ev
ans, Sr., welcomes your
presence worship service
this Sunday for worship
service and to all churchrelated activities and events
during the week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. Devotion is led by the
Deacons Ministry, the
Voices of Friendship (all
choirs) will sing songs' of
praise, the ushers will greet
you and Pastor Evans will
preach the divine Word of
God.
Church School com

Men’s Ministry is now tak to all needy in the com
ing donations in prepara munity; 7 p.m., Prayer
tion for our annual Christ Service, Praise Team, Proc
mas Toy Ministry. For ad lamation - Bible Study.
Applicants
wanted:
ditional
information,
please see Brother Nelms, The Friendship Missionary
Deacon Wesley or Brother Baptist Church is accepting
Crum. The toy boxes and resumes for an organist. If
sign-up sheets are in the you are interested or know
Atrium. Our support is im of someone, please contact
portant for this ministry to the church office at (727)
be successful again this 906-8300 or the Minister
year, as well as the Angel of Music John Frazier at
Tree. Rushon Gillette is the (727) 866-1172.
Let us continue to keep
county coordinator and Lil
lie Jackson is the church all of our sick and shut-in
members lifted up in
coordinator.
prayer and love, as well as
Schedule of events:
Tuesday, Dec. 9-7 the bereaved' families. Be
p.m., Youth Church Enrich reaved families are: the
ment, and all Youth Minis Clark family in the passing
tries - please plan to attend. of Shepherd Clark and
Wednesday, Dec. 10 - Minister Mack Harvey and
Noonday Bible Study; also Lorene Tate who lost their
from 12-2 p.m., Bread of mother, Mary Harvey.
Life Ministry serving lunch

Crte ‘ACumni Singers
‘Robert Anders, ‘Director
TTfCSCIlt

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO

a CHRISTMAS COffCSSf
Sunday, December 14, 2003
4:00 p.m. • at
McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 - 26th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 867-5287

YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE

Freewill Offering

POSITION TO PRAY!

L-R (seated): Helen Protho, Mittie Pound, lillian Coon, Bertha Williams,
Elmer Lockhart, Jr., Elizabeth Lockhart, Vivian T. Harmon, Mission
President, (standing): Alferdia Kinsey, Ruthie Mayes, Laura Johnson,
Minister Diane Harrell, Deacon Ruben Mayes, Vinnie Hurst, Agnes Howard,
Morer Bolds, Fashay Hurst

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church invites you
to join us on Sunday for
our 8 and 11 a.m. Worship
Services, and Sunday
School at 9:30 a.m.;

Wednesday evening at 6:30
for Prayer Service, and 7
for Bible study. The # 1
Ushers and Inspirational
Choir will serve.
On Sunday Dec. 7 dur

ing the 11 a.m. service our
church family and friends
will observe Holy Family
Communion and Memorial
Service. These annual
events are held to bring

families together in wor
ship and praise, and to
remember those members
who have had their
Homegoing in 2003.
The
Missionary
Society of Bethel is vigor
ously carrying out plans for
their "Evening In White"
on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 6
p.m. We welcome your
presence to share with us in
this reverent service of
praise.
Bethel Metropolitan is
a friendly family in Christ
striving to give a positive
Christian witness for 100
years. Our doors are always
open to travelers of this
Christian journey.

Lake Maggiore Baptist Church
The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
fellowship: Worshipping
God,
Equipping
the
Believers, Evangelizing the
Lost, Ministering effective
ly. (Matthew 28:19-20).
We have a Community
Food Pantry and clothes
closet that is a Ministry of

PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore and Southside
Tabernacle Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
ICE Team meets the last
three Mondays of each
month at 7:30 p.m. in fel
lowship Hall, this is a door
to door outreach Ministry.
Dec. 10 - Lottie Moon
Mission Study at 7 p.m.,

International
Missions
Study of the Balkans; That
all Peoples May Know
Him:
Follow
God's
Purpose
Dec. 12 - Family
Christmas Dinner at 7 p.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas
Cantata at 11 a.m. Service
Dec. 24 - Vesper
Service at 7 p.m.

Dec. 31 - New Year's
Eve Service at 10 p.m.
Jan.
11Deacon
Ordination service of
Cleveland Gardner at 6
p.m. guest Pastor Cooley &
Friendship
Jan. 18 - Trial Sermon
for John A. Evans at 11
a.m.

IN THE PERFECT

For information, please call:
(727) 867-9445 or (727) 323-7004

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Churdi

The Family That Prays
Together Stays Together

JesuS SaveS

"A New Beginning In Christ”

AII Worship Services are held at:

Covenant Presbyterian Church
4201 Sixth Street South • St Petersburg, Florida

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance
The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference "

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • St^Petersburg, FL 33733-4542

Phone: 727.895.7700

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a m.
Prayer Time ~ 9:30 $,m.
Praise St. Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service
10:00 a.m,
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman

Cultural Arts Programs After School
‘Mdn., Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Free Registration
f

For more information, contact

;

Deborah R. Green. Executive Director,
I
5 at; (727)821-9472

2611 5th, Ave, • St, Petersburg, FL ;
33711
,
Chi.il. l’hone- l727i 323-3210
PaHur’s oifRc (727)895-9591

Prayer is a tremendous
force. IT can heal a
broken body...repalr a
severed relationship...or
restore a joy that has
been lost

Assistant Pastor

Get

(die ioliet J&ujL V

- <3#

etden <puntttd dt odiTdny deuud....

Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

Tcintty Presbyterian Cliurcli, USA
2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810
9:00 AM .......................... —Prayer Time
9:30 AM
School

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship................................................................7:00a.m.
Sunday School.............................
9:30 a.m.

11 Prescott Street South
HSS5

11:00 AM
.......................... .—Worship
12:30 I’M After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Morning Worship................................................................ 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union................................................................. 4:30p.m.

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning Worship............... —..11:00 AM

I

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

Rev. G. M. Curry

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

3000 - 4th Avenue $. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

MornIng Worship......................................................................
.8:00a.m.
Sunday SchooI.....................................................................
9:30a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship..........................................
11:OOa.m.
Prayer Meeting and BibIe CIass Wed............................................ 7:00p.m.
Elder: Tony Smith
Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430

SundaySchooL....................9:30«im. ;

Night worship..?p.m.

Communion is observed quarterIy
the fSrst Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

Tuesday BWe Class..,..,.8 p.rn,
Friday Tarry Service............ . 8 p.m.
Saturday sabbath ssboof............ .-,-,-11 am

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH

Communion................................................. 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.................................. ..... ............................ 7:30 p.m.

;

505- 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................... 7:45a.m.
Sunday School ........................................ . .9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship .............................. 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................ 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship............. Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
BibIe Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Come join us at the Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

St. John (Missionary (Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School ................................................... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.......... ................................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study .................... .. ................................. .7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) . . . . .6:00 p.m.
International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

Mefa

Ctmmwmty Church
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Deacon Ministry . . . . . ................................................................. Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry .... ................................................................................ James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................ • • • • Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ........................................ .. .................................................... Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

ML? 1m
Cnurch School...
Morning Worship..
BTU ...
Evening Worship.
Tuesday Evening
B ble Class .........

1500 N. PennsyIvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Personage: 446-6056

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr. Pastor
(813) 822-2455
..9 30 a m
11 '00 am
..5:00 p m.
.. 6.00 p m
..7.30 p.m

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal ........... 5’30p.m
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study . . . 7:30 p m
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR
Chotr Rehearsal. 11.00 a m.

Vwyet Tower Church Of God In Christ

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

1
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Sunday Services
Sunday Service ...................................................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday School................................................................................ 9:3oam
Morning Worship .............. .............................................. .11:00 am
Baptist Training Union ........................................................ 5:00 pm.
Weekly Services
BibIe Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & BibIe Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
The church where everyhotly is somebody and Christ is ad.

STEWART-ISOM MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN METHODIST

EpiscopaL Church

1135 37th StreeT South, St.
Pete, FL

1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Elder CIarence WeIch, Pastor
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

.

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"

ft
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BUSINESS/FINANCIAL TIPS
Tips on Financial First Aid------------------- (NAPSM) — Well man
aged, consumer credit can
offer convenience and con
tribute toward financial sta
bility. Mismanaged, it can
create a number of prob
lems.
According to experts
you may be heading toward
financial hot water if you
are:
• Having difficulty
making even minimum
payments on what you
owe;
• Making payments
late; or
• Finding that more
cash is going out than com
ing in.

America's Community
Bankers suggests contact
ing your lender at the first
sign of financial difficulty.
There are a number of
ways a lender can help put
your financial house in
order, such as:
• Modified loan terms;
• Limited partial pay
ments;
• Debt consolidation
loans; and
• Financial counseling.
To learn more, visit the
Web site at www.americascommunitybankers.com.
It's a good idea to con
tact your lender at the first
sign of financial difficulty.

Market Street Mortgage Creates ThreeYear Partnership with St. Petersburg
Neighborhood Housing Services —-——
ST. PETERSBURG Market Street Mortgage
announced that it has
formed a three year part
nership with St. Petersburg
Neighborhood
Housing
Services to offer loans to
first-time home buyers who
successfully complete a
homebuyer education pro
gram sponsored by the
local non-profit agency.
The first-time homebuyer program incorpo
rates a full cycle of servic
es including: home pur
chasing assistance, finan
cial fitness, referrals to
mortgage lenders, second
ary finance assistance and
assistance with construc
tion loans. Graduates of the
program must attend and
complete more than eight
hours of homebuyer educa
tion classes and programs.
"We look forward to
providing our lending serv
ices to program graduates,"
said Jerry Cobbe, Vice
President and Branch Man-

ager for Market Street
Mortgage. "We hope to
make the dream of homeownership a reality for
them."
St. Petersburg Neigh
borhood Housing Services’
programs are offered to all
potential first-time homebuyers regardless of in
come level. The non-profit
agency has administered
the program for more 10
years.
Market Street Mort
gage will join other lenders
who will receive referrals
from St. Petersburg Neigh
borhood Housing Services’
first-time homebuyer pro
gram. Every tenth program
graduate will be referred to
Market Street Mortgage as
a loan candidate.
"This partnership will
open the doors of homeownership to many in St.
Petersburg," said St. Pe
tersburg
Neighborhood
Housing Services Director
Askia Aquil. "Homebuyers

in the city will truly benefit
from our partnership with
one of the country’s major
lenders."
Market Street Mort
gage® is among the na
tion’s leading retail origi
nators of residential mort
gage loans. In 2002, Mar
ket Street originated $2.5
billion in mortgage loans.
During the first six months
of 2003, the company’s
mortgage volume was $1.6
billion. As one of the na
tion’s largest originators of
FHA loans, Market Street
currently has 56 field of
fices serving homebuyers,
homebuilders and realtors
in 39 states. Founded in
1986, the company has
headquarters in Clearwater,
Fla., and is a wholly owned
subsidiary of NetBank®
(Nasdaq: NTBK; www.netbank. com), the country’s
first commercially success
ful Internet bank.
St. Petersburg Neigh
borhood Housing Services

is a 23-year-old nonprofit
community housing devel
opment organization dedi
cated to revitalizing neigh
borhoods by promoting
homeownership. Last year
St. Petersburg Neighbor
hood Housing Services
helped 86 first-time homebuyers realize their dream
of homeownership by pro
viding them with counsel
ing, financial fitness train
ing, homebuyer education
and other related services.
St. Petersburg Neighbor
hood Housing Services is a
member of the National
NeighborWorks® network,
consisting of 250 affiliate
members throughout the
U.S.
Consumers
seeking
more information about St.
Petersburg Neighborhood
Housing Services’ pro
grams can call (JT1) 8217457.

lt Pays to Know the Rules of Money
(NAPSM) - The more
you know about the basic
rules of money, the easier it
may be to own a home,
finance an education, se
cure a retirement or get the
best deals on credit. What's
the best place to learn the
basics? Ask the experts.
Here are some tips from a
program called Money
Rules-an initiative run by
America's
Community
Bankers to help minority
families build better finan
cial futures.
• When shopping for a
credit card you should eval
uate all fees, as well as the
introductory and regular
interest rate.
• If you only make
minimum payments on
your credit card, you may
never pay off the debt. Set
up a payment calendar and
work toward paying off
your balance.
• Write down how

much you spend every
week. This will help you
develop a budget, and also
identify ways to cut
expenses and save money.
• Pay your bills on time
and in full, if possible. If
you mail your bills, you
should do this at least five
business days before they

are due. This will help you
avoid expensive-and unnecessary-late fees and
other charges.
• Ideally, you should
save some percentage (e.g.,
five percent) of your annu
al income for retirement,
but no amount of savings is
too small and it's never too

late-or too early-to begin.
• When applying for a
mortgage loan, many mi
nority families find that
credit rating and overall
debt are just as important
as household income.
• A checking account
with your local community
bank may help you save
money by avoiding costly
check cashing firms, and
also by making it easier for
you to itemize and budget.
• Being denied credit
for no apparent reason or
having routine financial
statements stop arriving in
a timely manner may mean
you're an identity theft vic
tim.
For more tips, visit the
website site www.Amer
icasCommunityBankers
.com.
It pays to set up a pay
ment schedule for your
bills and stick to it.

Big Tax Break for Small Businesses
(NAPSI) - Small busi
ness owners who have
spent a lifetime building a
company and are approach
ing retirement or just wish
to diversify should consid
er an underutilized provi
sion of federal tax code that
allows them to plan for
succession, reward loyal
employees and avoid capi
tal gains taxes.
Employee Stock Own
ership Plans - or ESOPs are typically thought to
only benefit employees. In
reality the benefits are just
as great for business own
ers who either cannot or do
not wish to sell, merge or
take their companies pub
lic. ESOPs allow business
owners to:

• Liquefy part or all of
their ownership without
selling to a competitor;
• Defer payments of
capital gains taxes;
• Maintain control of
their business;
• Establish fair market
value for the company;
• Enhance employee
productivity; and
• Establish an incen
tive-based retirement pro
gram for employees.
More than 250,000
small businesses in Ameri
ca qualify for ESOPs. Ma
jor corporations like Proc
ter & Gamble and privately
held companies with as few
as 10 employees and $3
million in annual sales-if
profitable-are candidates

for the program.
For a free pamphlet
titled "ESOP Pros and
Cons" from Menke &
Associates, call 1-800-3478357.

Employee Stock Own
ership Plans, or ESOPs, not
only benefit employees
they're great for employers,
too.

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
3600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell <727) 542-2189

Ask for Tony
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

OBITUARIES
Today I peed to be still apd let God love nje.
God’s love is njy strength,
God’s love is ipy protection.
God’s love is ipy light ip the ipidst of apy darkless.
God’s love is the fulfillipcpt of every hunger, every thirst.
God’s love is ipy source ayd njv supply.
God’s love, ever present, is the only thing I peed, wapt or seek today,
for ip the presence of God’s love, aIl is well ip ipy life apd ip ipy soul.
Today I peed to be still ayd kt God love ipc.
As I speak these words, as I think these words, they take op the prosepee of the Holy Spirit to becoipc the circuipstapccs of this day ip n?y
life.
Let it be so!
Aqd so it is!

GIVE GOD
WHAT’S
RIGHT, NOT
WHAT'S
LEFT.

A Full Service Firm

Funeral Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street

GOD
ANSWERS
KNEE MAIL!

FUNERAL HOME

(Corner So. Greenwood Ave.

& Howard)

442-2388

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)
Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)
Elite Services/Deluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel Casket)

Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
Ve arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

w»|

'holding a tradition o/

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South^StNfetersbuTgNTN370^

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost
more.

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.

Affordable monthly p
and your budget. Yoi
if you relocate -you

ments are available to suit your needs
loose the payment plan you want and
lan goes with you.

Don't delay ...

Call or Write to us today
to learn more about
funeral planning.

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers,
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

Cremations

“Yes, that's right, there
is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and
have peace of mind."

CIearwater, FL

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services

In Advance For Your Funeral

Young's
Funeral
Home
Robert C. Young

SMITH

An Easy Way to Pay

Founder/Executive Director

Lisa M. Speights-Harley, L.F.D.

832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-515-9491

McRae Funeral Horrle
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

(727) 895-6005
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national news
Minister Says Opposition to Church
Project is Race-Related--------------EUCLID, Ohio (AP) The minister of a Baptist
church looking to build a
housing development says
some critics don't want a
predominantly
black
church moving into a city
with a rising black popula
tion.
“We are not building a
ghetto - these are nice
homes,” said the Rev. Rod
ney Maiden, of Providence
Missionary Baptist Church.
“We're not coming out
there to make Euclid a bad
city.”
The expanding church

wants to move from an
inner-city neighborhood in
Cleveland to neighboring
Euclid, where it hopes to
build a sanctuary with seat
ing for up to 2,100 and as
many as 110 houses, most
restricted to buyers 55 and
older.
The City Council is ex
pected to vote Jan. 5 on
whether to approve a zon
ing change for the plan in
this working-class commu
nity alongside Lake Erie.
In the 1970s, the feder
al government temporarily
froze grants amid charges

that Euclid hadn't ade
quately promoted fair
housing.
The city has experi
enced a surge in its black
population, now about 30
percent. Three years ago,
Mayor Paul Oyaski put
forth a set of “Principles
for the 21st Century,”
which pledged support for
diversity.
The Rev. Gary Hender
son, the black pastor of
Euclid's
predominantly
white East Shore United
Methodist Church, said he
also suspects that racial

Scholarship Money Now
Available from AAA Travel
It’s that time of year
when high school students
begin researching and sub
mitting college applica
tions, and exploring career
options to pursue while
attending college. It also
means applying for schol
arships, grants and loans to
help fund the rising costs of
their college experience.
AAA Travel and the
Hogan Family Foundation
are offering scholarships
totaling $156,000 through
the second annual AAA
Travel High School Chal
lenge, a national contest
designed to heighten travel
and geographic literacy and
create awareness of job op-

portunities in fee travel and
tourism industries.
The Travel Challenge
is open to all U.S. students
in grades 9-12, ages 13-18,
throughout all 50 states and
the District of Columbia.
Students can enroll for the
contest at any time between
now and January 21, 2004
at
www.aaa.comlTravel
Challenge. As an added bo
nus, all students who regis
ter for the exam prior to
December 31 and go on to
complete it will be entered
into a random drawing for a
$1,000 U.S. Savings Bond.
For your convenience,
I’ve attached a cameraready file with detailed

bias was behind opposition
to the project.
But
Councilwoman
Kirsten Holzheimer Gail,
former executive director
of Euclid Community Con
cerns, a group devoted to
improving race relations,
said the main issue is the
best use of the land.
She prefers to keep the
property for industry. “I
don't believe it's a racial
issue at all," Gail said. “I
think it's more of an eco
nomic issue.”

Atlanta Journalist Dead at 80
ATLANTA (AP) During a long career as a
photojournalist for the
Atlanta Daily World and
other black publications,
Harmon Perry, who died
recently, documented At
lanta history.
“His photos captured
most of the significant his
torical events in Atlanta's
African-American commu
nity,” said historian Skip
Mason, archivist at More
house College.
Perry, 80, of Atlanta,
died Nov. 23 of heart fail
ure at Roswell Nursing &

HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

were thrown around like
rag dolls," said Roger
Webster, president of the
police union.
The coroner's office
will determine the cause
of death. The six officers
have been placed on
administrative leave while
the death is investigated,
based on department poli
cy.

Hires

Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

strictly a writer - to give
himself more time for pho
tography, said his daughter,
Phyllis Alesia Perry of
Atlanta.
Perry sold his photos to
such outlets as The Asso
ciated Press, the Atlanta
Inquirer and Jet magazine,
where he was local bureau
chief from 1973 to 1981.
Survivors include an
other daughter, Phillippa
Maffett of Atlanta; two
grandsons and a greatgrandson.

Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser

from front pg.

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.G.B. - Bantu

broke ground in his field of
endeavor like Jackie Rob
inson did in his.”
Perry's first assignment
at the Journal was to cover
the funeral of Martin Lu
ther King, Jr., in April
1968. He was part of a sixreporter Journal team that
in 1968 wrote an award
winning series of stories
that examined racial prob
lems between blacks and
whites. He also won four
Georgia Press Association
awards for his work.
In 1973, Perry left the
Journal - where he was

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS

Police----------

information about the AAA
Travel High School Chal
lenge and how students can
apply for scholarship mon
ey. We welcome you to
share this valuable infor
mation with your readers.
For more information,
visit www.aaa.comlTravel
Challenge.

Rehabilitation Center.
It was as a writer that
Perry made Atlanta history.
In 1968, the Atlanta Jour
nal hired Perry to become
its first black reporter.
“It was a big deal,” said
Peter Scott of Decatur, who
was hired a year later as the
Journal’s second black
reporter. “Hiring Perry was
something of a coup for the
Journal. It helped the paper
gain more credibility in the
black community, where
Perry's name was very
familiar."
Added Mason: “He

I was having bad- luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
;

- Hillary Williams

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

*
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classified ADS...get results!
Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

MEET
YOUR
M ATGH

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

www.afficanaonIine.com
www.toonari.com

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POS
SESS GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
four Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Llfe*Health*Dental'Vislon
DisabiIity'Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also
Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

LEWIS ELECTRIC

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship"
All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured
Lic.#ER13012312

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.
For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

10-15-27

6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

28-38-48

Law Library Specialist II - maintains law library collection
and provides assistance to court staff, attorneys, and the gener
al public. Req. HS and 2 yrs law library exp. or BA with 1 yr
exp. in law library or legal field. Position headquartered in St.
Pete but may require services at other law libraries within the
county. Salary $985.51 bwkly + bnfts.
Court
Applications
ONLY
by
Dec.
5,
2003
Available at: www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir, H-wing
(HR Dept.), Clwr
Old Historic Courthouse, 324 So. Ft. Harrison Ave., Room 102
Clwr.
501 Building, 501 1st Ave. N., Rm. 729 (Alt. Dispute), St. Pete
Court Administration, Rm. 219, West Pasco Judicial Center,
7530 Little Rd., New Port Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace. Any person with a disability
requiring a special accommodation to participate in the appli
cation process should call 727-453-7165.

CA$H 3
302 469 786

227
938 654 105

5-6 7-3 2-6
8-4 2-5 7-8

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
&HHA./CNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HOLY
HOUSEKEEPING
SERVICES
Specializing in clean
ing churches only,
everything inside of
the church. Free esti
mate,
reasonable
prices.
For more
information, call 8211734.

NEWS DEAD
LINE IS 4 PGM.
MONDAY

FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC
$36,889 - $57,677
NO CLOSE DATE
Must be a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate and
must meet all criteria of the City’s current “Selection Standards
for Firefighter Positions”. Candidates must also possess and
maintain Firefighter, Emergency Medical Technician, and
Paramedic Certificates as issued by the State of Florida.
Must also be in possession of a valid driver’s license at time of
application and a valid State of Florida Class “D” driver’s license
at time of appointment. Must be a non user of tobacco products.
For additional benefit and salary information, please refer to our
website: HTTP://www.stpete.org/firepav.htm

Police work involving the protection of life and property through
the enforcement of laws and ordinances. Work involves respon
sibility for the prevention, detection and investigation of crimi
nal activity, while assigned to a specific task or geographic area
on an assigned shift. Work is performed with considerable inde
pendence under general direction of an administrative supervi
sor, with responsibilities to include problem solving activities
while working in conjunction with community organizations.
Includes the use and care of firearms, communications equip
ment, gas masks and other necessary equipment. This work
involves the element of personal danger and requires the exercise
of considerable independent judgement including application of
policy and procedure and tact. Also, includes the use of comput
ers to access information and generate reports. The Police
Officer may be assigned to a specialized unit requiring special
ized knowledge, training and work in units, such as vice and nar
cotics, community policing, criminal investigations, etc. Must be
a high school graduate or possess a GED certificate. We require
sixty (60) college hours, however, applicants with thirty (30) col
lege credit hours are eligible to apply. Must be at least 19, and
meet all other criteria of the current “Selection Standards for
Police Officer Positions” as set forth by the City of St.
Petersburg.
EOE

YOUR AD
COULD BE HERE

ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Take the time to help those less for
tunate. Your involvement with groups will raise your self
esteem. Be sure to keep communication open with those you live
with. You may need a good friend to lean on.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don't believe everything you hear.
People you live with will not be terribly happy with you regard
less of what you do this week. Travel for business purposes may
bring the highest returns. Romantic opportunities will flourish
through travel or communication.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Don't overspend on entertainment,
on children, or make poor investments. Invite friends in for a
visit. Your mate will enjoy helping out. Be sure to think twice
before you say something that might hurt your partner's feelings.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Don't let relatives make demands
of you. Avoid conflicts with in-laws or other family members.
Spend time getting to know each other. You can make personal
changes that will enhance your appearance and bring you greater

popularity.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You will do extremely well if you get
involved in . competitive activities this week. Your best results
will come through business trips. Financial investments that deal
with joint money can be extremely prosperous. Don't be too

eager to spend money that you really don't have.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Try to make amends by planning a
nice dinner for two. Empty promises will cause confusion. You
could experience unusual circumstances and meet eccentric
individuals. Your emotions are soaring and if you don't get your

way, look out world.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Secret activity is evident. Be careful
of disclosing personal information. You can expect opposition at
work. Don't let your competition be privy to information that
could be in criminating. Take some time out.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Compromise if you have to, to
avoid verbal battles. Your need to be in a leadership position will
help you surpass any rivals you might encounter. Try to be tol
erant of the moods of those around you. There might be one who

is quite willing to take the credit for your work.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Children may be difficult to
deal with. Don't get involved in uncertain financial ventures. You
need to concentrate on the areas where you can make a differ
ence. Travel opportunities must be taken advantage of. You
should avoid getting involved in the personal problems of col
leagues.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Go directly to the source if
you want to know exactly what's been going on. Older family

members may try to make demands that are impossible for you

to handle. Dig deep, ferret out any hidden concerns be fore you
sign your life away.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Travel may be confusing. You'll
find it easy to deal with government agencies or large institu
tions. New projects may lead you into a dead end. Don't push

your mate if you want to keep this union going.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You must take care not to over exert
yourself if involved in sports, Your love will not be willing to lis

ten to your criticism. Try not to donate to organizations if you
can hardly afford to take care of yourself. You will back yourself
into a comer if you are baited and your stubbornness will only

make matters worse.
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(All band instruments)
»FAMU Marching 100
• Army Band
• Bay Point Middle Band

Call:

866-1034

NOTICE OF ACTION

BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND
PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
IN RE: The license to practice Real Estate of: Lee Health, P.O.
Box 340129, Tampa, Florida 33694. Case No. 200182915. The
Department of Business and Professional Regulation, has filed
and Administrative Complaint against you a copy of which can
be obtained by contacting the Division of Real Estate, 400 W.
Robinson St., Suite N-801, Orlando Florida 32801, (407) 4815632. If no contact has been made by December 25, 2003, the
matter will be presented at an ensuing meeting before the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation’s
Secretary’s designee in an informal proceeding.

POLICE OFFICER
$34,810 - $52,601
NO CLOSE DATE

HAVE A

Your

EVERARD HARRIS
Piano • Drums • Guitar

GREAT DAY!

NE1V HOME
Ready to move in
Low Down
Low Monthly Payments
Masonry, 3 bed, 2 bath, Garage
1125 - 40th Street South
AMERICAN HOUSING CORP.
(727) 546-6611

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY
Please E-Mail All Ads to:
smfaith@tampabav.rr.com

The Weekly Challenger

WORKING FOR

YOU!

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

HOTLINE NUMBERS

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

Name

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Is this a renewal?___ If so, who is your carrier?_

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

The Weekly Clytllenyer
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make checks payable to:
The Weekly Challenger
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"There s A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
ph:(727) 896-2922 • fax: (727) 823-2568 • email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com

2003 HOLIDAY EDITION
Edition Date: December 18, 2003

Are you looking to advertise special holiday rates for your business?
Or send special season’s greetings to your loved ones?
Be a part of The Weekly Challenger’s annual Holiday Issue, published for over 21 years and filled with recipes and heart
warming holiday stories. It is a must-read, fully supported by the faith-based and community service organizations in
the Tampa Bay area, particularly the African-American market. We are now offering opportunities for both businesses
and families alike to be a part of our special issue!

Why Advertise with us?

'a

Why is this market so desirable? Well, for one, according to recent Census data, when it comes to household income,
African-Americans right here in Pinellas County had the highest increase (24%) compared to any other ethnicity.
African-Americans are also one of the fastest growing population segments in Pinellas County. As this holiday season
approaches, take the opportunity to advertise with us!

Send a Greeting to Loved Ones...

1

Get in the spirit of the season! Take the opportunity to wish your loved ones the best this holiday season, courtesy of xS
The Weekly Challenger. Publish greetings, as well as family and individual photos to let them know how you feel!

Merry Christmas
Mom & Dad

Merry Christmas From
Daddy’s Little Girl

Merry Christmas Mom

Happy Holidays
Aunt Mary

Merry Christmas
Grandma

Happy Holiday To
My Husband

Best Wishes To The
Robinson Family

Holiday Issue Specifications
(Tabloid Size)
*Copy and ad space deadline: December 14, 2003
** All submissions must be pre-paid
A3D SIZE

COLUMN SIZE

PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS

COST

Business Card
Eighth Page
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

2x2
3x3
/ 3x6
6x6
6 x 12

3.25" X 2”
5” x 2”
5” x 6"
10.25" x 6”
10.25" x 12”

$25
$75
$150
$275
$550

Premium Page (Positions
Page 3
Front Cover or
Inside Front Page
Back Page Cover

6 x 12

10.25’’ x 12”

$650

6 x 12
6 x 12

10.25" x 12”
10.25” x 12"

$687.50
$725

.

Color
1 color: $1OO, 2 colors: $125, Process color: $175

Sign utynow! Spaces are limitedf
&

